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Administration of Gerald R. Ford 


PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Week Ending Friday, March 26, 1976 





National Newspaper Association 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Members of the Association in the East 
Room. March 19, 1976 


Tue PreswwenT. President Branen and members of the 
National Newspaper Association, and guests: 

It is a privilege to welcome you to the East Room, and 
at the conclusion of the question-and-answer period, I ask 
all of you to join me in the State Dining Room for some 
refreshments. But before getting to the question-and- 
answer period, I would like to make two comments. 

First, early this year in its ruling on the campaign 
reform laws, the Supreme Court said the Congress had 30 
days to correct a small defect in the Federal Election 
Commission or the Commission would lose most of its 
powers. Three weeks ago, because the Congress had not 
yet acted, the Court granted a 20-day extension. Now 
some 50 days have passed since the court announced its 
original decision, and this Congress is still engaged in in- 
excusable and dangerous delays. Time is running out. 

On midnight Monday, the watchdog set up to protect 
our elections will be stripped of most of its authorities. The 
American people have a right to ask, just as I am asking, 
why won’t the Congress act immediately to extend the life 
of the Commission through the November elections? 

This is the proposal that I have made repeatedly, and it 
is a sound and sensible approach. Why are some Members 
of the Congress still trying to impose massive changes 
upon the campaign laws right in the midst of a campaign? 
It is clear that such changes would create greater chaos 
and uncertainty, so that in good conscience I could not 
accept the bill. 

Finally, why do some Members of the Congress seem 
to be retreating from our commitment to fair and clean 
elections? No one can ignore the fact that the American 


people have had enough of politics as usual. These are the 


questions to which the Congress must be held to account 
as we approach Monday’s deadline. 

I urge the Congress to act with dispatch in re-establish- 
ing the Federal Election Commission so that the demo- 
cratic process in 1976 will be truly worthy of our great 
Nation. 

Then, one other comment. Friday has been especially 
good to the American people for the last month or 6 
weeks. The Bureau of Labor Statistics made an announce- 
ment this morning that affects all of us, but I think it af- 
fects the homemakers in the home much more 
dramatically. 

The cost of living figure for the month of February was 
.1 percent, which is the lowest increase in 4 years. If you 
annualize that, that is an increase in the cost of living of 
1.2 percent per year. Now that is great, and we are en- 
couraged by the trend. I am not forecasting that that will 
inevitably be the trend, but it certainly is indicative of the 
fact that we are on the right track, and that the handle on 
the increase in the cost of living is getting firmer. 

And I might add, we are also encouraged by the 
announcement this morning that the new orders for 
manufactured goods went up 2.4 percent, which is an- 
other very sizeable increase in things that produce jobs. 
And with the increase in jobs, the decrease in unemploy- 
ment and the better picture as far as inflation is concerned 
should make all of us, regardless of where we live or what 
we do, very, very happy. 

With that, I will be glad to answer any questions. 


GENERAL REVENUE SHARING 


Q. Mr. President, in the field of revenue sharing, what 
do you predict will be the outcome of that? 

Tue Preswent. I am slightly encouraged that the 
House Subcommittee of the Committee on Government 
Operations is moving on the legislation. I recommended 
a 534-year extension last summer. The present law expires 
on December 31, 1976. If the Congress doesn’t act 
promptly, many cities, many communities will suffer very, 
very seriously, and many States will as well. 

In the 5-plus years that we have had general revenue 
sharing, the Federal Government has given to the States 
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and 39,000 local units of government about $28 billion 
for them to use as they decide at the local level. The ex- 
tension I recommended would take that up to some $30- 
plus billion over the next 534 years. But the practical 
problem is that many cities—and I think some States— 
if this law is not passed by July 1, they can’t include in 
their budgets for the next 12 months, revenue that is not 
established as a matter of law. 

So Congress has dilly-dallied for almost a year, and 
many mayors, many Governors, and many other public 
officials are deeply concerned that there has been this lack 
of action. 

Any help you can give would be very, very important 
because otherwise, your communities will not be getting 
the money that they have gotten for 5-plus years, and 
they will either have to cut back on services or increase 
taxes at the local level. And there is no excuse for the de- 
lay. 

Q. What is your prediction? 

Tue Preswent. I am always an optimist, but I have 
been so sorely disappointed in the performance so far that 
I am very apprehensive. So we’ve got to get not only the 
mayors and the Governors and other public officials press- 
ing the Congress, but all of you in your publications can 
be immensely helpful. Otherwise, we will wake up some 
morning and 38,000 or 39,000 communities and 50 States 
will have a potential fiscal chaos on their doorstep. 


U.S. PosTau SERVICE 


Q. Mr. President, as newspaper people, we have a 
growing concern about the health of the U.S. Postal Serv- 
ice. Can you enlighten us? [ Laughter] 

THe Presment. Well, I share that concern. 
[Laughter] I share it for two reasons. 

We have had a couple of unfortunate incidents re- 
cently where material was sent out from the President 
Ford Committee that had to get to a certain location by a 
certain time and to a certain place. And I understand 
there was a misdelivery on one and a long delay on an- 
other. [Laughter] 

I understand the problem, but I also have to look at it 
from the point of view of how much Federal general fund- 
ing will go in to subsidize the operations of the Post Of- 
fice—the Postal Service. The deficit under the current 
circumstances has gotten over $1 billion, and I have to 
be careful as to what money we take out of the general 
fund to put into the Postal Service. And I am very, very 
concerned about the lack of the Postal Service to meet 
their operating costs. 

It is a tough problem. I believe in the concept, but I 
think we somehow have to find a better way for them to 
get the results all of us want. And there are some studies 
going on in the executive branch, independent of the 
Postal Service itself and the several commissions or com- 
mittees that help to manage it. 


Believe me, if we can find an answer, we are going to 
come up with one, We just can’t afford to have these 
kind of deficits on a year-to-year basis. 


PRESIDENT’S VIEW OF NEWSPAPER REPORTING 


Q. Mr. President, as long as most of us in this room 
are in the newspaper business and your daughter, Susan, 
served on a newspaper in Kansas, how has your opinion 
of the newspaper business changed? 

Tue Preswent. I love the newspapers, and I love 
the people that do the reporting, too. [Laughter] We get 
along very well, and I am an avid reader of newspapers, 
to tell you the truth. I think they do a fine job, and I also 
think that the people who cover the White House do a 
fine job. We don’t always agree. I like some headlines 
better than the others, but they have a responsibility and 
I have one, and I think we understand each one and our 
respective responsibilities. 


ADMINISTRATION’S GOALS 


Q. Mr. President, other than the economic recovery, 
what would you say is the major problem confronting 
your administration? 

THE PresipEntT. Of course, the main one is to make 
certain and positive that we have an economic recovery 
without reigniting inflation, and I think we are on the 
right track. And all of the signs indicate that we will make 
more progress in the months ahead than we have in the 
months behind us. 

Other than that, I think trying to get the Congress to 
move with us on an energy program. We have to do more 
than has been done. We have to somehow enact legisla- 
tion that I can sign that will stimulate domestic produc- 
tion. 

I saw some figures just a day or so ago, that in the 
month of February, the imports of foreign crude oil were 
at the highest rate in the history of the United States— 
something over 7 million barrels per day—and it is going 
up. Now, what does that mean? It means with domestic 
production going down and a greater dependence on for- 
eign oil, we are really subject to the whims and fancies of 
other countries. So we have to move in this area very, very 
importantly. 

Secondly, in the international scene, number one, we 
have to convince the Congress that the military budget 
that I submitted in January for the next fiscal year of 
$112.7 billion be approved with, I hope, every program 
and every policy that I included, without change. Now 
that is too optimistic, but at least we are going to fight 
to prevent the kind of cutbacks and slashes that Congress 
has imposed on the Defense Department for the last 5 to 
10 years. 

If we have that kind of a military program, with an 
improvement in our strategic as well as conventional 
forces, we can then negotiate from strength for whatever 
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purposes we want, whether it is a SALT Two agreement, 
whether it is in any of the other areas where it is in our 
national interest. So if we get that kind of a defense budget 
through, many of our other problems, both from a na- 
tional security point of view and from a foreign policy 
point of view, we will be in good shape. 


Minimum WAGE 


Q. Mr. President, we have been hearing for the last 
couple of days in our meetings, about the possibility of 
the consideration of a $3 minimum wage with 21% times 
the pay for overtime. Knowing your feelings and your 
activities regarding inflation, would you please comment 
on that proposal? 

THE PRESIDENT. Those recommendations did not come 
from this Administration. [ Laughter] Those recommenda- 
tions were generated on Capitol Hill. We are trying to 
work with the Congress to find an answer. The bill that 
has been floating around up there, I think, would have 
a substantial impact in reigniting some of the fires of 
inflation. So we are doing our very, very best to find an 
equitable solution. 

The one that I have heard about up on Capitol Hill, 
in the House and the Senate, would not contribute to 
a stabilization of our economy. It would, in many respects, 
be harmful. 


FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S ROLE IN FINANCING 
PrivATeE Business VENTURES 


Q. Mr. President, the other day I expressed to Senator 
Muskie, chairman of the Senate Budget Committee, the 
urgent need for long-term financing for the middle-level 
entrepreneur, such as an RFC [Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation], to stimulate production and employment. 
What would be your reaction to such a proposal, sir? 

Tue Preswent. Of course, we do have a number of 
Federal loaning agencies that do try to help. For example, 
the Small Business Administration has an important role, 
but it has a limited scope. 

We have two proposals up on Capitol Hill that focus 
in on two of our major problems, and they relate to the 
question of energy. One is a proposal for the Federal 
Government to loan or to guarantee loans in the synthetic 
fuel area. I think there is a $6 billion proposal in that 
area. 

And then we also have the Energy Independence 
Agency, which is a proposal of Federal financing of major 
breakthroughs in the energy field where, at the present 
time, the know-how, the expertise is not sufficient for the 
private sector to put up the necessary capital. And the 
Energy Independence Agency would fill that gap during 
the interim as they were pushing ahead in some of these 
exotic fuels. Those two programs have a particular focus 
on the energy problem. 


Other than that, plus the Small Business Administra- 
tion—and there are several in the Commerce Department 
that are aimed at helping minority groups—I know of no 
other proposed Federal financing agency that is either in 
being or recommended. 

Q. Would you concur? 

Tue Present. I am hesitant about expanding the 
Federal Government’s financing in the general across-the- 
board financing area. I vividly recall what the RFC did 
during the Depression, but that met the problems of the 
1930’s, and the circumstances are quite different today. 

I think we have to pinpoint where the problem is— 
small business, minority groups, the energy problem— 
rather than an across-the-board financing proposal. 


U.S. Foreicn Po.icy 


Q. Mr. President, the people of South Carolina are 
suspicious of the word détente, and I wondered if you 
would care to comment on whether or not the Secretary 
of State, or whoever, might be giving away more than 
we get? 

Tue Presment. I think it is categorically untrue that 
the United States has given away more than we have 
received. As a matter of fact, we have bargained like good 
Yankee traders, and wherever agreements have been 
made the United States has come out well. 

I strongly disagree with those who say that the United 
States has not held its own in any negotiations. As a matter 
of fact, if you look at where we have moved in foreign 
policy, I believe by any criteria we are ahead. 

First, we have peace, and that is fairly important to 
most people. Number two, let’s take some areas in the 
foreign policy field. 

We, of course—and I say we, the United States has 
played a very major role in the Middle East. We have 
achieved, working with Israel on the one hand and Egypt 
on another, a great breakthrough with the Sinai agree- 
ment. It was the second step in trying to hold peace in 
that area, a very volatile, complex, complicated area. 

Another dividend that has come because of the trust 
that Israel and the Arab nations have in the United 
States is the fact that President Sadat, just earlier this 
week, cut off almost entirely his relations with the Soviet 
Union. He is no longer dependent on the Soviet Union 
for any military hardware. That is a tremendous change 
for the better, in our opinion, and we, of course, hope 
and trust that that move of cutting off relations, in effect, 
with the Soviet Union will be responded to by the United 
States Government in any efforts that we can make eco- 
nomically and otherwise. 

But you can go around the world and the United 
States is in good shape. And we are in good shape because 
we are militarily strong; we have achieved peace; we are 
deterring any aggression that affects our national security. 
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So the word doesn’t mean anything, but the process 
is important. And we are going to continue the process, 
to continue the success we have had in the past. 


ProposED REFORM OF THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 


Q. Mr. President, we have heard from Mr. Pike and 
we have heard from Mr. Bush about the CIA, and Senator 
Church has now announced he is going to run for your 
job. Do you feel that you can reach a viable compromise 
with Congress so that the CIA can remain effective in a 
hostile world? 

Tue Preswent. I proposed, about a month ago, the 
necessary things that had to be done: one, to continue 
the CIA and the intelligence community in the United 
States strong and effective. And also, I have approved 
the necessary limitations on the agency’s efforts as they 
affect individual rights in this country. 

I believe that that proposal that is now in being, with 
George Bush as the Director, with the legislative recom- 
mendations that I have proposed to the Congress, is a 
good strong intelligence community program. I hope that 
the Congress doesn’t do things that will harm what we 
have now achieved. 

What the Pike Committee will do—it is going out of 
business or has gone out of business, and the Church 
Committee will, I am told, shortly—if they will just 
approve the several pieces of legislation we have recom- 
mended, I think the intelligence community, including 
the CIA, can do the job that has to be done in peacetime 
as well as in wartime. 


PANAMA CANAL NEGOTIATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, how are the negotiations going in 
the Panama Canal? 

THe PrEsmENT. The negotiations are going on. They 
have been going on under Mr. Johnson, under Mr. 
Nixon, and under ourselves. There are some very tough 
issues to be decided. We have not made progress in a 
meaningful way. We have a very good negotiator down 
there, and I can’t tell you when there will be any conclu- 
sion of the negotiations, because the issues are tough. But 
let me emphasize and re-emphasize that the United States, 
under this Administration, will not do anything to jeop- 
ardize the national security of the Canal or the operations 
of the Canal. 

Reporter. Thank you. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you all very, very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:37 p.m. 


Drug Abuse Office and Treatment 
Act Amendments 


Statement by the President Upon Signing S. 2017 Into 
Law. March 20, 1976 


I have signed into law S. 2017, amending the Drug 
Abuse Office and Treatment Act of 1972. 

This legislation addresses one of the most serious prob- 
lems our Nation faces—drug abuse. Drug abuse disrupts 
lives, causes victims and their families to suffer an- 
guish, and is a major contributor to our growing crime 
rate. The passage of S. 2017, by voice vote in both Houses 
of the Congress gives emphasis to our national commit- 
ment to give priority to dealing with this important 
problem. 

A critical aspect of the legislation is that it extends ap- 
propriation authorizations for Federally funded drug 
abuse prevention and treatment programs which, for the 
past 8 months, have been funded under a continuing reso- 
lution. My approval of this bill will permit the appropria- 
tion of needed additional funds. 

I thoroughly agree with the position of the Congress on 
the importance of a well-coordinated Federal drug abuse 
program. I have consistently held, however, that such co- 
ordination can best be carried out by existing departments 
and agencies, without an additional agency for that pur- 
pose. I also agree that both the Congress and the Presi- 
dent need to be kept informed about the problems and 
progress of this program. The best places to get such in- 
formation and to seek accountability for progress are the 
departments and agencies which have direct responsibility 
and program authority. I intend to use the appropriate 
department and agency heads for such reporting. 

Over the past several months, I have voiced strong op- 
position to the re-establishment of a special office for drug 
abuse in the White House. I believe that such an office 
would be duplicative and unnecessary, and that it would 
detract from strong Cabinet management of the Federal 
drug abuse program. Therefore, while I am signing this 
bill because of the need for Federal funds for drug abuse 
prevention and treatment, I do not intend to seek ap- 
propriations for the new Office of Drug Abuse Policy 
created by the bill. 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (S. 2017) is Public Law 94—237, 
approved March 20, 1976. 
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Charlotte, North Carolina 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
Douglas Municipal Airport. March 20, 1976 


Tue Preswenrt. It is great to be in Charlotte again, 
along with Jim Holshouser and Jim Martin. Saturdays are 
always nice after you’ve gotten more good news on the 
economy like we got last Friday. It must be a Democratic 
plane trying to drown out that good economic news that 
we have been getting. [Laughter] 

But anyhow, the increase in the cost of living was the 
lowest in 4 years. If we annualize that, it means that it 
is going to be 1.2 percent for a 12-month period. That 
is too much to expect, but we certainly are greatly en- 
couraged because, as all of you know, when I came in it 
was about 12 percent or more. And to get it down to this 
area, certainly, will have an impact on consumer confi- 
dence, and that is a real key to the overall recovery which 
is well on its way. I think the people in North Carolina 
will like that good news, just like they have in the other 
49 States. So, it is just nice to be here. 

Yes? 

Q. Mr. Ford, you have been talking about Ronald Rea- 
gan pulling out of the race, yet this trip was relatively 
hurriedly scheduled. Your trip last week to central North 
Carolina was changed politically to a campaign swing. 
Are you afraid Ronald Reagan is going to take your 
momentum away in North Carolina? 

Tue Presment. Well, I think we have momentum on 
our own, and I have no apprehension that it will be 
stopped by any forces that I see at all. 

Q. Mr. President, do you plan to continue your cam- 
paign against Ronald Reagan of asking or pestering him 
to get out of the primaries? 

THe Preswent. I haven’t personally suggested, nor 
have I authorized anybody on my staff to suggest to my 
opponent that he ought to get out of the race. 

Q. Did you suggest it would be divisive to have him 
continue in the campaign? 

THE Preswenr. I said it had some potentiality if the 
campaign continued, but I have not myself, nor author- 
ized anybody on my staff to contact the Reagan people 
for that purpose. 

Q. Do you wish he would get out? 

Tue Present. I really don’t care, because our cam- 
paign is predicated on going to Kansas City and getting 
the nomination and that being, of course, the forerunner 
to a victory in November of 1976. 

Thank you all very, very much. 

Q. Can you tell us the current status of the Bo Cal- 
laway matter? 

THE Present. I can only tell you that the Callaway 
matter is where it was a week ago today when Bo Cal- 
laway ask to step aside—and I agreed—until the inves- 
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tigation is complete. Until that is completed, there is no 
change in status, and I wouldn’t speculate on what might 
happen if there was a change. 

Thank you all very, very much. 

Yes? 

Q. Senator Helms said yesterday that if you didn’t fire 
Mr. Callaway that it could be another Watergate. What 
is your reaction to that? 

THE Preswent. Well, we took the appropriate action 
with the request by Mr. Callaway for himself to be sus- 
pended until the investigation was complete. So there is 
just no comparability or connection whatsoever, and any 
allegation like that is without foundation. 

Thank you all very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:05 a.m. 


Charlotte, North Carolina 


The President’s Remarks at a Breakfast Reception 
Honoring Representative James G. 


Martin. March 20, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Jim, Governor Jim Hols- 
houser, Charlie and Annie Elliott Jonas, Dr. Martin, 
distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

It is a great pleasure to be here in Charlotte, and I 
thank you very much, Jim, for those overly generous 
words. I can assure you in the months ahead I will do 
my utmost to live up to those high standards that you 
have set, and I will give my best efforts to not disappoint 
you in any way whatsoever. 

I was looking at the records the other day, and I have 
been in Charlotte three times in the last 2 years. The last 
time I was here was in May of 1975. At that time, Jim 
Martin assembled 105,000 of his closest friends—[laugh- 
ter|—to meet me at the Mecklenburg County Bicenten- 
nial celebration. It was a great occasion, and I enjoyed it 
very, very much. You gave me a very, very warm welcome 
at that time, and I certainly appreciated that enthusiastic 
reception. 

But let me say I am especially pleased to be here and 
have an opportunity to say a few things that I feel very 
strongly and very deeply concerning your fine Congress- 
man, Jim Martin. 

While I am here, I think it appropriate that I say a 
few words in a salute to some of the other distinguished 
guests who are here. First, I think it is a very opportune 
time for me to wish Jim Martin’s mother a very happy 
birthday, which I understand will take place tomorrow. 
Mom and Pop Martin are well known in Washington be- 
cause of their very well-known son. Jim is every bit as 
proud of you, Mrs. Martin, as I am sure you are of him. 
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It would be redundant, but I feel so strongly—I want 
to compliment you on your outstanding Governor, Jim 
Holshouser. But I likewise would feel it very appropriate 
for me to compliment you on one of my dearest and finest 
friends in the Congress, Charlie Jonas and of course, 
Annie Elliott. 

Charlie and I served on the Committee on Appropria- 
tions together for a good many years. And I know what 
a superb job he did, what a hard struggle he made year 
after year after year to try and get some sense and respon- 
sibility in the consideration of the various appropriation 
bills, but particularly the Labor and HEW appropriation 
bills. And believe me, that is not an easy job. So, Charlie 
and Annie Elliott, it is great to see you. 

Let me also put in a good word for Cornbread Max- 
well—{laughter|—and Lou Massey and the 49’ers of 
UNG, Charlotte. I wish them the very best. 

The Ninth Congressional District of North Carolina 
has been accustomed to winners, and I can personally 
vouch for the fact that this district has a great reputation 
in Washington, D.C., and particularly in the House of 
Representatives. You don’t settle just for a good Con- 
gressman, you insist on a great Congressman, and Jim 
and Charlie represent that. 

You sent Charlie Jonas to Washington on 10 occasions, 
and as I said earlier, he did a superb job. You sent Jim 
Martin to Washington on two occasions, and let me 
urge you as strongly as I possibly can that you send Jim 
Martin back for at least a third term. 

I am proud of Jim because I know that he is one of the 
very strong people that serves in the House of Representa- 
tives. And during my 25-plus years there, I had an op- 
portunity to pass judgment on a good many Members of 
the House. They sort of would come and go like Grey- 
hound buses, as one of our friends used to say. And so I 
can speak with some authority when I say that you have 
great representation in Jim, as you did in Charlie Jonas. 

Jim, when he first went to the Congress in January of 
1973, and from then on, has demonstrated an outstanding 
capability to deal with issues forcefully, intelligently, and 
with a great deal of plain old North Carolina common 
sense. And I think those are great attributes for any per- 
son in public office. 

As the first North Carolinian to serve or to sit on the 
House Ways and Means Committee since 1950 when 
Mulie Doughton left, Jim has proven beyond any doubt 
whatsoever that he is a dedicated, powerful advocate of 
fiscal responsibility in our Federal Government, and I 
honestly wish that we had a good many more Jim Martins 
serving in the House of Representatives. I can assure you 
that my job would be infinitely easier and the country 
would be far better off. 

But, in addition to his duties as a Member of that 
prestigious Committee on Ways and Means, Jim is also 
the chairman of a Republican conference committee, or 
task force, as we call them, on health. And he is seeking 


through that group to study the problems in the broadest 
possible sense and to find some answers where we have 
had difficulties in trying to get the best care and the best 
arrangement and to stop some of these crazy schemes 
that are coming from some sources where they want to 
destroy the doctor-patient relationship. Here they want 
the Federal Government to actually take over the health 
of this country and run it, as some would propose, as it 
is being run and not being run very well in some of the 
countries in Western Europe. 

Now, Jim has an interest in, as I do, in a subject matter 
in health where I think we have to do something, and I 
speak here of catastrophic or prolonged illness. Jim takes 
a slightly different approach to trying to find an answer 
to that problem than I do, but we have the same goal. 
And I appreciate Jim’s interest and his involvement in 
this very critical and very serious matter. 

Jim knows, as you and I do, that there is no reason 
people should have to go broke just to get well or to stay 
well in this great country that we all are proud to be a 
part of. 

Jim is also one of the very few—just a handful in the 
House of Representatives or in the Senate—who is a sci- 
entist in his own right. And, as a result, he recognizes 
perhaps better than most anybody in the House or in the 
Senate how serious our energy problem is in this country. 

Jim had several amendments to the energy legislation 
which was considered by the House, amendments which 
were very significantly important to the State of North 
Carolina, and, as a result of his efforts, at least some prog- 
ress was made in meeting your unique problems here. 
And, of course, because of his role as a scientist and a 
statesman, he has been able to give special emphasis to 
the role of research and development in trying to develop 
some of the exotic fuels that aren’t the answer for tomor- 
row in the energy field but can and will be in the decade of 
the eighties. 

Jim is also a strong supporter of a program that I think 
is tremendously important, and I speak now of general 
revenue sharing. 

Back in 1972, I helped to lead the fight in the House 
of Representatives to get the Congress at that time to 
approve the general revenue sharing piece of legislation 
and, incidentally, I intend to fight just as hard in 1976 
as I did in 1972 for this legislation. I just wish that the 
Congress would respond more affirmatively. 

As a matter of fact, last year, I think it was in July, I 
submitted to the Congress a proposal to extend the exist- 
ing legislation. So far only subcommittee tentative action 
has been taken. It is unbelievable that the Congress has 
been so negligent in acting on this legislation, which cur- 
rently expires on December 31, 1976. Every Governor 
knows how important that legislation is. 

You have to include, Jim, in your budget, the antici- 
pated funding for your next calendar or fiscal year, and, 
if Congress doesn’t act before that budget has to be put 
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together, your Governor and 49 other Governors either 
have to reduce services or add taxes, and every mayor and 
every local official—and there are 39,000 of them—are 
placed in exactly the same position. So it is vitally im- 
portant that the Congress move on this legislation. Other- 
wise, there will be chaos, in my judgment, in 50 S *te 
capitals and in 39,000 communities around the country. 

Now, let me cite some specific figures—the impact 
of general revenue sharing. “he city of Charlotte has re- 
ceived over $20 million in this program since its inception 
about 41% years ago, and Mecklenburg County has re- 
ceived more than $10 million. I recommended a 534- 
year extension of the legislation and, under that legislation 
during the full term of its existence, Charlotte would 
receive $31,600,000 and Mecklenburg County, $15 mil- 
lion-plus. And the figures for the State of North Carolina 
would be greater under the program I recommended than 
they have received under the existing program. 

This is something that we all know has worked well 
with the Federal Government collecting the money and 
sending it back to the States and to the local communi- 
ties with a minimum amount of redtape and a maximum 
amount of local decisionmaking by the Governors and 
by the locally-elected officials, the people who honestly 
know what the problems are. I think we ought to en- 
courage this trend of giving the decisionmaking to the 
people at the local level, and revenue sharing has been 
probably the most successful Federal program in that 
regard. 

Now, in fighting for general revenue sharing, and in 
many other legislative efforts, Jim has proven his ex- 
pertise, his deep commitment to service and his truly 
outstanding representation here for all of you. Let me 
summarize by saying Jim is a darned good Member of 
the Congress, and I hope and trust that you will keep 
working for him in the years ahead. 

That brings me to another incidental reason I am in 
North Carolina today. [Laughter] There is a rumor going 
around that North Carolina is planning a Presidential 
primary next Tuesday. I heard about it on the plane com- 
ing down here this morning. [Laughter] 

But let me give you a few reasons or a few pluses con- 
cerning the State of the Union, and I will talk about that 
in the remaining time. Things are really looking up for 
the United States of America and we should be very 
proud of that fact. We should recognize, however, that 
we have been through some very bad times in America 
in recent years. There is no denying that. We ought to be 
frank and honest about it but there is also no reason 
whatsoever for us to dwell on it. 

I think all of us should look to the future, and that 
future, as I see it, is filled with hope and expectation, 
promise and fulfillment. And I can say without hesitation 
or qualification, I am very, very proud to be an American 
and I am proud of America. 


In the last 19 months, as we scan that period of time, 
really great progress has been made in a number of areas 
under the most difficult circumstances. Today, America 
is at peace. Today, there are no Americans committed in 
combat anyplace throughout the world, and I can assure 
you that I intend to keep it that way. 

The best way I know to maintain that is to have what 
I call peace through strength. And let me say firmly and 
strongly America’s defenses are second to none and they 
will continue to be second to none in the next 4 years. 

In addition to our military strength, America’s 
economic strength is being steadily restored after the worst 
recesssion in 40 years. It is easy to get lost in a sea of statis- 
tics when we talk about economics. A simple way to look at 
it is to recall that 19 months ago, everything that was 
supposed to be going up was going down and vice versa. 

However, today we are headed in the right direction 
in every possible economic indicator. Thanks to some 
common-sense policies and the support of people in the 
Congress like Jim, at the beginning of this recess, and 
thanks to the determination and courage and ingenuity 
of the American people, we are working our way out of 
this recession, and doing it in the right way. 

We are on the road to a new prosperity in the United 
States, and I am not about to take any detours or road- 
blocks put in the way by a Congress that wants to fool 
around with our economy in a political and a partisan 
way. 

Unemployment is going down, prices are stabilizing, 
inflation has been cut in half in the last 19 months. In 
fact, the Labor Department announced just yesterday 
that consumer prices increased only one-tenth of 1 percent 
in the month of February, the smallest monthly increase 
in over 4 years, and that is progress by any standard. 

On an annual basis, that represents an inflation rate of 
a little more than | percent per year, and that is a whole 
lot better than the 12 percent that we were experiencing 
in 1973 and 1974. I won’t try to mislead you and say 
that the news on the inflation front will always be this 
good in the months ahead. But this new announcement 
is powerful evidence that we are really getting inflation 
under control, and we are not going to let down under 
any circumstances. 

There is still some other good economic news. The rate 
of growth in Federal spending has been cut in half in the 
budget that I submitted for the new fiscal year. 

Charlie Jonas, as I indicated, served with me on the 
Committee on Appropriations, and we used to go into 
the budget in detail. He was on several subcommittees; 
I was on several others. But, he knows, as I know, that 
for the last 10 to 15 years the rate of growth in Federal 
spending has been between 10 and 11 percent, much tco 
high. You cannot possibly sustain it, and it is unjustified 
otherwise. The budget that I submitted for the next fiscal 
year calls for a reduction in 50 percent of the rate of 
growth in Federal spending—a rate of 5-to-514 percent. 
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If we can get a handle on that rate of growth in this 
coming fiscal year and maintain that control in the 
months and years ahead, we can have a balanced budget 
and we can have a tax reduction, a sizeable tax reduction 
in 3 years. And that is what we want and that is what we 
have to get. 

Let me speak of some other good economic news. The 
last report from the Bureau of Labor Statistics indicated 
that our total U.S. employment in the month of February 
was 86,300,000. It reached the all-time peak. The 
rate of unemployment was still too high, but we made 
substantial progress in that regard. But the main point is 
we have gone from the depths of a recession in March or 
April of last year, where we lost several million jobs, and 
we have regained every one of those jobs numerically, Our 
aim and objective, with sound policies, is to continue that 
progress, and we will. 

But, one of the most important factors is—and you here 
in this room represent that—consumer confidence is up, 
and for good reason. Industrial production is up; housing 
starts are up; the gross national product is up; real earn- 
ings for the average American are also up. In short, just 
about everything is looking up for America this year. 
There is no reason whatsoever that we should change or 
alter our course because we have been right. 

Obviously, there is more that we ought to do for 
America, but it ought to be done in the private sector, not 
in the public sector. We still have our share of problems, 
but the trends are all in the right direction. Where we 
have the problems, we have to face up to those difficulties 
and decide what is the right course, with the emphasis on 
the private sector. 

But it is one thing to admit our problems and another 
to be hypnotized by them and refuse to see the strength and 
the resolve and the courage and the confidence and the 
pursuit of progress which characterizes the American 
people. The very fact that we have weathered so many 
difficulties, so many challenges, proves to me that the 
United States of America is still the greatest nation in the 
history of mankind. 

We have endured shocks to our system and to our peo- 
ple that might have paralyzed a lesser country or a weaker 
citizenry. But, as I look at the record, we have emerged 
from these challenges stronger and stronger on each occa- 
sion. This is a great country. We are lucky to be Amer- 
icans, and I don’t think any of us would trade places with 
anybody from any other country. 

It seems to me that we should emphasize, instead of 
downgrading America, the future and the prospects and 
the benefits. We should emphasize trying to make 
America an even better country. You and I both want to 
make America prosperous, and we want America to walk 
the path of peace. 


If I can close with one final comment: I hope that I can 
get some help and assistance, and I would appreciate it, 
next Tuesday. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. at the Holiday Inn- 
Woodlawn in Charlotte, N.C. 


Charlotte, North Carolina 


The President’s Remarks to the North Carolina State 
Annual Convention of the Future Homemakers of 
America. March 20, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Governor Jim Holshouser, 
Congressman Jim Martin, Dr. Tripp and, especially you, 
Ann Cooper, and all of the wonderful Future Home- 
makers of America, ladies and gentlemen: 

It is really a great privilege and a very high honor to 
have the opportunity to address this great convention of 
the North Carolina Association of Future Homemakers 
of America. And, Ann, I wish to thank you for that very 
beautiful rose that you have just given me as your symbol. 
As I understand it, the rose represents the search of future 
homemakers for beauty in everyday living, and you cer- 
tainly started out by making my day today more beautiful, 
and I thank you very much. 

I intend to take this rose, with all that it represents, back 
to the White House with me later today. But I am a 
little concerned about what will happen when I get there. 
I am afraid that my daughter, Susan, will want to take a 
picture of the rose and that my 24-year-old son, Jack, 
and 18-year-old son, Steve, will try to get it from me so 
they can give it to one of their girlfriends. [Laughter] 

But to solve the problem without any difficulties, I will 
give it to the most appropriate person that I know, the 
finest homemaker that I know—my wife, Betty, and she 
will really appreciate it. Betty makes the White House, as 
far as we are concerned, a real home. Her homemaking 
for 27! years is fully consistent with your ideas of pre- 
serving the great tradition of the American family. 

Betty started her career as a professional dancer with 
a fine group that many are familiar with. When we were 
married, she added another dimension to her career— 
that of homemaker. Betty has since told me that she found 
the homemaking career equally as rewarding as appear- 
ing on the stage. She made homemaking for the Ford 
family a profession. She served simultaneously as mother, 
cook, interior decorator, chauffeur, telephone operator, 
nurse, psychologist, and political adviser and, I might add 
parenthetically, always a helpful critic with always some 
very good ideas of her own. For that, I am deeply grate- 
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ful. But now that our children are grown, Betty has ex- 
panded her horizons as First Lady. ; 

This morning, I happened to see some of your con- 
ference material. I noticed that you are being encouraged 
to discuss such topics as getting along with sisters and 
brothers and getting along with parents. I don’t know 
where you stand with your sisters, your brothers, and 
your parents, but there is one thing I have learned this 
morning, and I appreciate it to no end—you certainly 
know how to get along with Presidents. 

I commend very forcefully the work that you and your 
teachers are doing to strengthen our homes as well as our 
families. They are essential to a strong and healthy Amer- 
ica. You, as future homemakers, are just as important 
to our Nation as the men and women who serve in our 
military forces. To make America a land of happy homes 
and happy families is patriotic in the best sense of the 
word. This Nation could not thrive and survive without 
you. 

I regret that some people in this country have dis- 
paraged and demeaned the role of the homemaker. I 
say—and say it with emphasis and conviction—that 
homemaking is good for America. I say that homemaking 
is not out of date, and I reject strongly such accusations. 
Every American who chooses to be a homemaker can 
take pride in a fine, fine vocation. You should never be 
embarrassed to say anywhere on the face of this Earth, 
“I am an American homemaker, and I am proud of it.” 
And then, if you add for emphasis that you are a Tarheel 
homemaker, you can be doubly proud. 

When we think of the Bicentennial and the heroes of 
some 200 years ago, we think of the Minutemen and 
George Washington and other men who struggled to win 
liberty for America. But we seldom hear of Minutewomen 
and Martha Washington and other women whose con- 
tribution to the cause of independence was just as essen- 
tial. These were the women who maintained a home, who 
nursed the sick, tilled the fields, fought the fires, prepared 
the food, repaired the clothes, and even defended the 
home itself. Modern homemaking grew from a model 
that must not be forgotten in this Bicentennial Year. And 
you come from that heritage. 

I look to the future and see a very family-oriented 
society in America. I see people becoming more mature, 
especially in how men and women understand them- 
selves and achieve their fullest human potential. I see 
freedom without anarchy and with no exploitation of 
one person by another. I see love and respect nurtured by 
the family and generated by individual self-confidence. 
Yes, there will be different styles of living in the new age, 
but the mainstream will be exemplified by the kind of 
homes you will make and the families that you will raise. 

By building the American home, you are building 
America. All the power of the Army, the Navy, the Air 
Force, and the Marines will not deter our enemies if they 
suspect that the American home and the American family 


have disintegrated, that our communities no longer func- 
tion, that every individual cares only about himself or 
herself. 

By joining in such groups as FHA~HERO, you serve 
America. I thank you, and I congratuate you. You build 
for tomorrow’s dream. 

There are new perceptions of life and new discoveries 
that have transformed homemaking, but one thing has 
not changed—t still takes a lot of living to make a home. 
The old values of caring and sharing have not gone out 
of date. I share your strong belief that every individual 
counts and that we are all involved in each other’s lives. 

When you discourage the use of drugs and alcohol, 
you help yourself and influence others by your outstand- 
ing example. You make it possible for babies to be born 
healthy into a wholesome climate. Through your knowl- 
edge of nutrition and consumer education, you can sepa- 
rate real food from junk food. You can also separate real 
and enduring values from phony and temporary fads. 

Your generation—and we are so lucky—is the most 
honest, the most open, the most aware in the 200 years 
of our Nation’s history. And as the Governor said, with 
people like you and organizations such as this, we have 
nothing but optimistic futures for all Americans. 

You think in terms of possibilities rather than limita- 
tions. You are the generation who will live the longest 
with America’s rewards, or exist longest with America’s 
burdens. Your fate is in your hands, and I am convinced 
beyond any doubt whatsoever that your fate is in good 
hands. 

Last week, I attended the anniversary observance of 
the famous battle of Guilford Courthouse. It was a great 
occasion, paying tribute to some heroic people on a plot 
of historic ground in North Carolina. It was there that 
North Carolinians fought so courageously in the Revolu- 
tionary War. 

Today, the common sense and moderation of North 
Carolina symbolizes the new realism of the entire United 
States. I congratulate you not only for your State’s historic 
courage, but for the modern North Carolina lifestyle. 
You combine the best of the present with the finest values 
of the past, and you have some great values that you 
should retain from your heritage in North Carolina. You 
do this with genuine humility, and I can say with con- 
viction that I greatly admire the North Carolina ap- 
proach. 

I am convinced that the decisions affecting your home 
and your family life should be made right here in North 
Carolina, and not by some distant Federal Government 
or anyone else. We must restore the principle of local 
control by local people. That is what the American Rev- 
olution was all about—government by the consent of 
the governed, and that is why Americans 200 years ago 
said, “No taxation without representation,” and threw 
tea into the Boston Harbor. 
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If the Bicentennial is to have any meaning, any real 
meaning, we must give you, America’s future home- 
makers, a real voice in your own destiny. You live in a 
State which has been a showcase of progress. Students 
from many, many places are attracted to North Carolina 
by your excellent institutions of higher learning. 

It is hard to believe that two generations of the Ford 
family have come here to North Carolina to study. I went 
to law school one summer at the University of North 
Carolina and lived in Carr Dormitory—some may know 
about it—and then during World War II, I served in 
the Navy at the Navy pre-flight school in Chapel Hill. 

My oldest son, Mike, and his wife, my daughter-in-law, 
both graduated from Wake Forest, and they think it is a 
pretty good school. I think so, too. 

But the point is that the Ford family shares an affinity 
with you for the enlightened spirit of your State. The 
patriotism, the dedication, and the willpower of the 
Thirteen Original States still burn brightly throughout 
the Old North State. The Tarheels must be doing some- 
thing right. I think so, and I congratulate you. 

Our challenge, yours and mine, is to foster a new ap- 
preciation of the American home, new cohesion in the 
American family, new moderation in the relationship of 
government to the governed, and new American strength 
throughout the world. Together we welcome our Nation’s 
third century, a century which I hope will emphasize 
freedom of the individual. 

Together, the American people will rise up to the call- 
ing of your inspiring motto, ““A Past To Honor, A Future 
To Mold.” Together all of us, 215 million Americans in 
50 States, will work together to build a better America 
for everybody. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:09 a.m. at the Plaza Level 
of the Charlotte Civic Center. 


Charlotte, North Carolina 


The President’s Remarks to Volunteers at the President 
Ford Committee Headquarters. March 20, 1976 


Let me just take a minute, if I could. First, let me 
thank every one of you. I have tried to do it personally, 
but let me reiterate it and re-emphasize it to all of you 
as a group. 

We won in New Hampshire because of the tremendous 
effort of the people like yourselves. You did the phoning 
and did all of the other difficult chores. We won, coming 
from behind. It was a total effort, the basis coming from 
people like yourselves who were volunteers. We had a 
great many other people, Members of the Congress, that 
went up there on their own. We had others who volun- 


teered from various walks of life to go up and give us a 
hand. 

Then, of course, was Massachusetts, where we did 
extremely well; Vermont, where we were entered and 
the opposition was not. It all helped to accumulate the 
position where we are in. 

Then we went to Florida and again, according to the 
campaign manager for our opponent, we were behind 
2 to 1—33 percent to 66 percent. But because so many 
people in Florida—and I literally mean this—gave their 
time and made the effort as volunteers, they turned it all 
around. We again had a broad spectrum of help and 
assistance. I went down twice. The momentum got going, 
and we had a very significant win. 

Then we went to Illinois last week, and the momentum 
that had begun in New Hampshire, that had carried 
through, really gave us—well 59 to 40 percent. That is 
not bad. 

Now, we've got a real test here in North Carolina. 
Again, the initial forecast was that we were going to lose. 
I don’t think we are going to lose. I think we are going 
to win. You know, five is great, but six would look even 
better. [Laughter] 

But the momentum is definitely in our direction. I can 
foresee nothing but a real victory in Kansas City as a 
steppingstone, as a clincher for the victory in November. 
In the meantime, we have to maximize our individual 
efforts. We are trying to do that, but as we proceed along, 
let’s make sure, let’s make positive we keep the party 
structure so that we can all work together after Kansas 
City. 

That is of maximum importance. We are the minority 
party, and we have to solidify ourselves. I think we can, 
and I think we will. And the net result will be a real 
triumph on November 2. And that will all come about 
because you and many like you all over this country 
have been so generous with your time and so self-sacrificing 
with every other aspect of your life. We just thank you. 

Sorry Betty is not here, but she is up in New York 
City trying to—well, she called Mayor Beame on his 
birthday. [Laughter] She is trying to get my votes up to 
her poll. [Laughter] But she asked me to say hello to all 
of you and thank you, as I have, for everything you have 
done. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:57 p.m. at the Park Selyn 
Building. 


Asheville, North Carolina 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon 
Arrival at Asheville Mall. March 20, 1976 


Tue Present. It is nice to be here in Asheville in this 
part of North Carolina. We have had a good day this 
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week, and we had a fine day last week. I can’t help but 
report to you, firsthand, the good news we had again yes- 
terday as far as the economy is concerned—the lowest 
rate of increase in inflation in better than 4 years, .1 per- 
cent, or one-tenth of 1 percent, which is, if you annualize 
it, an annual rate of increase of 1.2 percent. 

That is real progress, and I think the trends—whether 
it is lower unemployment or higher employment or a better 
handle and a better grip on inflation—this country is mov- 
ing ahead, and we are doing it in the right way. 

With those observations, I will be glad to answer any 
questions. 

Q. I think you surprised a lot of people when you 
vetoed the antitrust legislation. Why did you change your 
mind? 

Tue PreswenTt. We haven’t vetoed it. It is still in the 
Congress. It has only passed the House of Representatives, 
and it is now going over to the Senate for consideration. 
There were some very undesirable features in the House 
bill, some of which were amended; some are still some- 
what undesirable. But when the legislation gets through 
the Congressional legislative mill, then we will make a 
final judgment. 

Q. Mr. President, Senator Helms went across eastern 
North Carolina yesterday and said the Bo Callaway inci- 
dent represented the second major scandal for the Repub- 
lican Party in 2 years. What is your reaction to that? 

THE Present. Well, that is a great exaggeration. I 
take it in the context of a last-minute political charge 
that I don’t think the people in North Carolina will be- 
lieve. But I understand those kind of charges in this 
atmosphere. 

The truth is that as soon as the information came to 
my attention, Bo Callaway asked to step aside. We did 
agree to that. The charges are being investigated. When 
the full investigations have been completed, why then 
we will know what to do. 

Q. Mr. President, if Mr. Kissinger becomes a liability 
to your chances of becoming President again, will you 
consider releasing him or firing him before the next elec- 
tion? 

Tue Preswent. There is no possibility that our for- 
eign policy will not be successful. We have a successful 
foreign policy now. We are at peace. We are making 
headway with our allies, and we are negotiating from 
strength with our adversaries, So, our foreign policy is 
in good shape. I think the Secretary of State ought to be 
praised, and I think our foreign policy ought to be com- 
mended. 

Q. Mr. President, along that same line, it has been 
charged that your Secretary of State, Mr. Kissinger, is 
going to give away the Panama Canal through some sort 
of secret negotiations now going on. Since that relates to 
the posture of our hemispheric defense, I would like your 
comment. 
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THE PRESENT. Of course, any allegation to the effect 
that we are going to negotiate away the Panama Canal 
is just totally inaccurate. Three Presidents—President 
Johnson, President Nixon, and myself—have been nego- 
tiating with the Panama Government following the very 
serious riots that took place there in 1965, when 30 indi- 
viduals were killed, including about ten Americans. 

We are trying to negotiate it in a responsible way, but 
under no circumstances are we going to give away what 
some people allege. And until we conclude the negotia- 
tions, there is no change in the status whatsoever. 

Q. Mr. President, a staff officer recently said that con- 
trary to Pentagon statements, the Army is in a state of 
disarray through lack of sufficient training and the equip- 
ment—that less than one out of three divisions could be 
effectively put into the field in an emergency or crisis 
situation. Is that true? 

Tue PresipENT. That is not what the top people in 
the Department of Defense say. They, I think, have the 
responsibility to keep our military forces—the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, and Marines—in top shape. They are 
ready; they are alert; they are well-trained; they are well- 
equipped. And any allegation to that effect, I think, is 
inaccurate. 

The United States has a national defense program sec- 
ond to none. The United States has sufficient military 
capability to deter aggression, to maintain the peace, and 
to protect our national security. So, any charges to the 
contrary are completely and totally inaccurate. 

Q. Mr. President, Governor Holshouser has been criti- 
cized by your opponent for use of State planes and State 
facilities in your campaign. Do you condone the use of 
tax funds for this sort of thing? 

THe Presment. It is my understanding that when 
there have been meals at the Governor’s residence that 
they have been paid for by the President Ford Commit- 
tee. Jim Holshouser is an honest, straightforward, very 
effective Governor, highly supported by the people of 
North Carolina. So these are again just purely political 
charges that don’t really have any substance. 

Q. Will you reimburse the State for any use of State 
planes? 

THE Preswent. I can’t give you that fact, but here is 
the best witness right there. These kinds of charges—they 
always arise, and people get panicky on the other side. 
And you just have to roll with the punches, because they 
don’t have any substance to talk about. 

Q. Why did you come to Asheville before Governor 
Reagan showed up? 

THe Present. We make our schedule. We enjoy 
coming here. We love the people here. 

Thank you all very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 3:18 p.m. 
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Asheville, North Carolina 


The President’s Remarks at Asheville Mall. 
March 20, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Governor Jim Holshouser, 
Wayne and Orville, and all of you wonderful people 
from Buncombe County in the mountain area. Gee, it is 
great to be here and thank you for coming out. 

You know the Ford family isn’t a stranger to North 
Carolina. Let me give you a quick recitation. I went to 
law school at the University of North Carolina one sum- 
mer, and for 9 months I was with the Navy pre-flight 
school down at Chapel Hill. Then my son, Mike, and 
his wonderful wife, Gail, graduated from Wake Forest. 

But, in addition, during 27 years that I have been 
in public office in Washington, I visited time after time 
after time the great State of North Carolina, trying to 
help Republican congressional candidates or senatorial 
candidates or gubernatorial candidates, trying to help to 
get good government. And let me say one of the finest 
efforts that has ever been made—and I can’t take credit 
for it, but I am sure proud of him—and that is Jim 
Holshouser, your great Governor. 

Let me take just a minute and talk to you right from 
the shoulder, straight talk. This country needs some 
language that all of us can understand. What we need is 
somebody in public office who won’t promise more than 
he can produce and produce everything that he promises. 

Now, let me take a minute or two to review what we 
said we would do and what we have done. Let’s take 
in the first instance the economy. Nineteen months ago 
when I became your President, we were going through 
inflation at 12 to 14 percent per year. We were on the 
brink of the worst recession in the last 40 years in this 
country. We were about to see unemployment soar and 
employment drop off precipitously. But instead of pan- 
icking, all of the American people knew that the right 
thing to do was to have a firm, steady, constructive course. 

The American people didn’t buy these quick fixes, 
these phony proposals that so many wanted to sell around 
the country, and the net result is that we are on our 
way in America to a new prosperity. Unemployment is 
going down, employment is going up, and the cost of 
living is getting under control. 

Just yesterday we got some more good news out of 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The increase in the cost of 
living in February was one-tenth of | percent, the smallest 
increase in 4 years. 

I can remember back in the spring when everybody 
was blaming me and the Administration because we were 
in a recession. Well, we knew we would come out of it 
because the American people had a lot of courage and 
wisdom, and we knew we would come out of it because 
we had the right actions to take, and now that we are 
doing well and everything is improving, they don’t want 
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to give us any credit. But I think the voters will because 
they have more sense than some of those politicians who 
have been doing all of this talking. 

But, you know, gee, last March and April when the 
clouds were covering the sky and there wasn’t much 
sunshine, about every other day up on Capitol Hill 
we would hear of some quick-fix formula. They wanted 
to solve our problems by adding to the Federal payroll 
not a few but millions, and they wanted to spend money 
like it grew on trees. 

Well, those aren’t the right answers. I call them budget 
busters, and in the process of trying to send to us down 
at the Oval Office some of these wild spending programs, 
I vetoed 46 of them. The Congress sustained 39 and, 
because I vetoed them, because we had enough people 
in the Congress who were voting right, we saved the 
taxpayer $13 billion, and that ain’t hay. 

But there are also some people in Washington, and I 
guess around the country, a few who think that the way 
to do things better is to have the Federal bureaucracy 
grow and grow and grow; put more people on the Federal 
payroll to harass you on a day-by-day and a day-by-day 
basis. I don’t agree with that. I think that is the wrong 
solution. And there is a very serious danger involved in 
that and, listen, because it is a very fundamental point. 
These people who want a bigger and bigger Federal 
bureaucracy and more and more control in the hands of 
a few all-powerful people never tell you what the ultimate 
is, and here it is: We should never forget that a govern- 
ment big enough to give us everything we want is a 
government big enough to take from us everything we 
have. 

Let me talk for just a minute about something that is 
very fundamental, I think, to all Americans and some- 
thing that I understand has a great significance in this 
wonderful part of North Carolina. There are some people 
in Washington, not myself, some of the so-called liberals, 
who want to make every person who is a lawful owner of 
a gun register the gun or register the gun owner. I am 
against it, period. 

The way to handle that problem is to make sure that 
the penalty is strict and that the courts send the people 
who use a gun unlawfully in the commission of a crime— 
goes to jail and stays there. 

Now, let’s talk for just a minute about a couple of 
things that the Federal Government has to do, must do. 
Number one, we have some 32 or 33 million citizens in 
this great land who have reached the age of maturity. 
They are sometimes called senior citizens. They are won- 
derful, wonderful older people. Your mother and father, 
our parents, they brought us up. They have earned the 
right for an honest, good retirement. 

Now, there are some people that want to destroy the 
social security system. I disagree. We want to make it 
stronger. We want to make certain, we want to make 
positive, that the Social Security Trust Fund is there for 
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those who are on retirement and those who are about to 
retire. And this Administration is going to demand it. 

Now, there is one other area of responsibility that the 
Federal Government has under the Constitution; that is, 
the national security, the defense of this great country. Let 
me tell you—and I say it very firmly and very strongly— 
the United States of America today is second to none in 
military capability, and we are going to stay there. Oh, I 
know there are some critics who charged otherwise, but I 
don’t really have much faith in those who downgrade 
America. I think we ought to speak up for America. 

Let me say that the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, the 
Marines are well-equipped, well-trained, alert. They are 
on the perimeters, and they are doing a great job for us. 
We should support them, and we do. They are strong 
enough to deter aggression, they are strong enough to 
maintain the peace, and they are strong enough to protect 
our national security. They are great, and we should give 
them 100 percent support, as we do. 

Now, let me talk for a minute, if I might—I understand 
there is a rodeo in town. Well, sometimes this job, you 
know, in the Oval Office reminds me a little bit of riding 
a bucking bronco. But let me tell you one thing. I am not 
going to get thrown. With your help and support, I will 
stay in the saddle for 4 more years. While I am there, I 
will be riding herd on that Congress to get them to do 
some things right for a change. 

But, then, let me take just a minute to talk about this 
great election that is coming up in the State of North 
Carolina on Tuesday. Back around January everybody 
said Jerry Ford was through, he couldn’t win the nomi- 
nation, we were going to lose here, here, and here. What 
happened? We came from behind in New Hampshire, 
and we won. We won in Massachusetts overwhelmingly. 
We did very well in Vermont. We surprised them and beat 
them quite badly in Florida, and we walloped them in 
Illinois. 

We have the momentum going, and we need your help 
on Tuesday to keep that momentum going so we can go to 
Kansas City and get the nomination, which will be the 
clincher for a victory on November 2. 

Thank you very, very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:12 p.m. Following his remarks, he 


greeted President Ford Committee reception guests at the Asheville 
Mall movie theater. 


Spruce Pine, North Carolina 


The President’s Remarks at Avery County Airport. 
March 20, 1976 


Governor Jim Holshouser, distinguished sheriffs, hon- 
ored guests, all of you wonderful mountain folks: 

It is nice to be with you. We got half way up here this 
afternoon by helicopter and then this mountain dew kind 
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of interfered a bit. [Laughter] So, we had to go back and 
then drive up here. For the hour and a half, or whatever 


the time was, that Jim and I were in the car, I learned 


more about this mountain area than I could have learned 
anywhere else because Jim is proud of the fact that he 
comes from here, and he praises you, he commends you. 
You are just great people, and I thank you very, very 
much. 

I want to thank these Avery High School Mountain 
Cloggers. I just wish I could be there a little closer and see 
all that fancy, intricate footwork and those pretty girls 
and nice fellows. 

I thank all of you for staying out here under the adverse 
weather conditions. It just makes me feel awfully good. 
I know that you sacrificed a lot, but I just have the feeling 
that you are not going to let me down on Tuesday, just 
like you are here today. 

Now, let me take just a minute or two to talk about 
some of the things that I think are significant. 

First, I am not a stranger to North Carolina. Quite 
a few years ago I went to your great law school at the uni- 
versity. I spent 9 months at the Navy Preflight School at 
Chapel Hill, and then my son, Mike, and his wife at- 
tended and graduated from Wake Forest University. So, 
the Fords have a lot of connections with the State of North 
Carolina. 

As Jim said, I have traveled a good bit in your great 
State, trying to help Governors get elected, Senators get 
elected, Members of the Congress get elected, and also to 
help in any way I could for the great cause of the Repub- 
lican Party, which is a good cause and a cause that we 
should be proud of. It represents the philosophy, it repre- 
sents the cause that is important as I look down the road 
for the future of America. 

As Jim said, we have gone through some tough times in 
the last 19 months. When I became President, the cost of 
living was rising at the rate of 12 to 14 percent. We have 
cut it in half. As you might have read in the paper, or 
heard on radio or television, just yesterday we got some 
great economic news—the cost of living increased at the 
lowest rate in 4 years. We are on the right track, and we 
are going to keep going that way. 

When I became President, we were right on the brink 
of the worst recession in 40 years. Economic clouds were 
dark. Everybody was pessimistic. The doomsayers were 
predicting all kinds of catastrophe for this country. But we 
kept a firm, steady hand on the tiller. We didn’t panic. We 
had a good course of action. We had the right kind of 
plans to keep America strong in the future. And although 
unemployment went high and employment went down, 
we ended up with the right trend right now. Employment 
is going up and unemployment is going to go down, and 
it is going to get better and better in the months ahead. 

Now, let me talk about two of the things that I think 
are vitally important. There are some people up in Wash- 
ington who have been trying to sell the idea that the 
bigger the government got, the better it was for every- 








466 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD 8. FORD, 1976 


body. I don’t agree with that. There is no person in Wash- 
ington who knows all the answers. 

Some of the people that have been trying to sell these 
quick fixes, these patent medicine solutions are wrong. Let 
me tell you what we are trying to do under this Adminis- 
tration. I have a lot of faith in your locally elected officials, 
your mayors, your councilmen, your sheriffs, your Gov- 
ernors, your State legislators. They are good people. They 
can make better judgments, they can make better deci- 
sions than some of those bureaucrats that sit behind those 
fancy desks in Washington, D.C. 

So, we are going to send some of the money back to you 
so you can make the decisions at the local level. We are 
trying to cut down on the bureaucracy in Washington, get 
rid of the redtape. I think we can run the government an 
awful lot better. Oh, there are some who want to bust the 
Federal budget and pile one bureaucracy on top of an- 
other. That is the wrong approach. 

You know the Congress challenged me a good bit in 
the last 19 months. They sent down to the Oval Office 
in the White House a lot of bad legislation. I vetoed 46 
bills, almost an all-time record. I was sustained 39 times 
by at least one-third of the Members of the House and 
Senate, and do you know how much money we saved by 
those vetoes?—$13 billion. 

If a spendthrift Congress, a budget-busting Congress 
sends any more big spending bills down to the Oval Office, 
they are going to be vetoed again and again and again. 

Now, let’s talk about the affirmative, what we ought to 
do in government, what the responsibility is of the Federal 
Government. First, we have an obligation to our older 
people who are on social security. We have a social secu- 
rity program at the present time that people have paid 
into, they have earned their retirement and we are going 
to keep that Social Security Trust Fund sound. 

There are some that have gotten fancy schemes one way 
or another. I won’t get into the details but I will promise 
you as your President for the next 5 years that you will 
have a sound and secure social security program to take 
care of those who are now on retirement and those who 
are working and earning their retirement. 

But let me say at the same time, the social security pro- 
gram is run well. There are some programs in the Federal 
Government that aren’t any good, and we are going to 
get rid of them. There are those in Washington who want 
to pile this bureaucracy on top of another bureaucracy. 
That is the wrong way to give freedom in America. I am 
scared that if we go down the wrong path, we are going 
to lose our freedom in America. And that is as valuable 
and that is as priceless to us as anything. 

Now, let me just say if you put the wrong people in 
Washington, you have to be fearful that they are going to 
husband all this power, take it away from you. There is 
one real fundamental danger that we have to watch and 


it is put in about one sentence—just don’t forget this—a 
government big enough to give you everything you want 
is a government big enough to take from you everything 
you have. 

And now, we are at peace. We have the military 
strength and capability to keep that peace. We have the 
Army, the Navy, the Air Force, and the Marines that are 
strong enough to prevent aggression. We have the Depart- 
ment of Defense that is powerful enough to protect our 
national security and, if I am elected President—as I think 
we will be—on November 2, I will guarantee to you that 
the United States of America will stay strong, will be 
strong, and will keep the peace in the future. 

You know, back in January of this year there were a lot 
of doomsayers saying, or writing, or talking, that Presi- 
dent Ford couldn’t make it, and they looked at the polls 
and they said, he never won an election outside the State 
of Michigan. We went up to New Hampshire; we were 
behind. We had good people as volunteers, we worked 
hard, we had good programs, and, by gosh, we won. 

Then we went to Vermont and Massachusetts and we 
won real well there. Then we went down to the State of 
Florida and some politicians down there were saying that 
President Ford is going to lose two to one. All these doom- 
sayers and pessimists were predicting the worst results. 
We had a lot of fine people—just like you are—down 
there in that State of Florida. They went to work. We 
went down and campaigned. It rained a little bit down 
there, too, but people came out. We had a lot of enthusi- 
asm, and we won real good. 

Then we went up to that area that I come from, the 
Middle West, and in Illinois we had again some tre- 
mendous inspirational leadership. We had lots of enthusi- 
astic people, and we just walloped the devil out of them 
out there in Illinois. [Laughter] 

Now we are right here in North Carolina. What are 
you going to do in North Carolina? As I look over this 
great, great crowd here tonight that came out and stayed 
out and are here now, I can look in the eyes of those old 
people, and young people, and everybody else. I just know 
that this mountain area is going to give us a great big 
victory on Tuesday. 

We have five victories. Let’s make it six. In North Caro- 
lina let’s get a real good margin. Betty and I will be watch- 
ing, and I can’t wait to see those results come in because 
they are going to be good, because all of you, and all of the 
other people in the great State of North Carolina, they 
want a winner in November, and I can win. 

Thank you very much, Jim. Thank all of you who have 
come and stayed and are here. Again, I am deeply thank- 
ful. I wouldn’t let you down and, boy, you haven’t let me 
down. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 6:47 p.m. 
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Hickory, North Carolina 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session. at Lenoir Rhyne College. March 20, 1976 


Tue Paeswent. Jim Broyhill, Governor Holshouser, dis- 
tinguished guests, and all you wonderful people of 
Catawba County and this area of North Carolina: 

You didn’t let me down; you stayed. I won’t let you 
down, I promise you faithfully, for the next 5 years. 

I especially want to thank your great Congressman, 
Jim Broyhill. I understand Jim held the fort here and 
came out very forcefully and very forthrightly on my 
behalf. And, Jim, I thank you very, very much for those 
kind words. Jim was in the forefront when I was a poten- 
tial as a Vice President. He has been strong and helpful 
in the Congress, and I thank him very, very, very much. 

May I also thank here, at the end of a somewhat long 
day, my good friend—and obviously your good friend— 
and your superb Governor, Jim Holshouser, for being 
out in front, working with me, helping me. Jim, I can’t 
thank you enough. 

Over the years, I have been in Catawba County; I 
have been throughout the great State of North Carolina. 
In fact, I don’t feel like a stranger in North Carolina at 
all. I went to school here one time for the summer at the 
University of North Carolina. I was stationed at Chapel 
Hill in the Navy for 9 months early in the war, and my 
oldest son and his wonderful wife both graduated from 
Wake Forest College a couple of years ago. 

And as Jim Holshouser and Jim Broyhill know, I have 
traveled the length and the breadth of this State, trying to 
be helpful in various political campaigns for Governor, 
for Senator, for Congressman, for the ticket. And I really 
feel at home, and I thank you, obviously, for this tremen- 
dous welcome. There is no way that I can express my 
gratitude sufficiently. Quite honestly, I thought maybe we 
would have a handful here, and I just thank you so much 
for this wonderful appearance here. And I won’t let 
you down, believe me. 

Before we go any further—and I mention this because 
as I walked into this fine facility, your outstanding football 
field out there that I, as a former Wolverine has been on 
the gridiron—let me congratulate you and this school on 
your own great football team, the Bears. 

In football, as in politics, winning always feels real 
good. [Laughter] This area has had so many of the fine 
qualities I have always liked best about North Carolina, 
not only Catawba County, but Burke, Caldwell, Iredell, 
Lincoln, and Alexandria Counties are full of good people. 
I knew I would mispronounce that one county, but 
excuse me. [Laughter] 

You are all as strong and sturdy as those who come 
from Hickory, and thank you all for coming from those 
various places. 
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The mountains of North Carolina are one of my 
favorite parts of the State. We had a little mountain dew 
up there at Spruce Pine today, and the ceiling was a little 
low. We couldn’t see some of the tops of them very well. 
But they had 3,000 people out there who had waited and 
waited and waited. And I danced with some of those 
Mountain Cloggers, and can they move their feet. 
[Laughter] 

But right here at Lenoir Rhyne College, I can see the 
same signs of drive and initiative that are typical of your 
great State. Your president emeritus, Dr. Cromer, 
launched a construction program that gave you 13 mod- 
ern campus buildings. And under the leadership of your 
own current, distinguished president, Dr. Bost, you have 
almost doubled your college endowment, as well as 
strengthening and expanding the academic program. 

Having had some executive experience myself, let me 
say that any president would be proud of dynamic prog- 
ress like that, and I congratulate both Dr. Cromer as 
well as Dr. Bost. 

And as a footnote, let me add we are going to revitalize 
the United States of America just like they have done it 
here in Lenoir Rhyne. Incidentally, I know that in 1968, 
Hickory won the title of an All-American City. I can see 
that just wasn’t a title for one year, because the people 
of Hickory today show the same spirit of independence 
that has always helped make America a great, great 
country. That is what helped you to make your remark- 
able recovery from recent economic problems, and that 
is what has been helping America to make its recovery as 
well. We can see the signs of your healthy economy not 
just in Hickory, but in Newton and Conover just as well. 

And we can see the signs of America’s recovery in each 
new set of statistics that are released. One piece of good 
news in those statistics is that housing starts in February 
showed a record increase of 27 percent over the previous 
month. And that is movement in the right direction. That 
is going to mean a lot more business for your wonderful 
furniture factories right here in Hickory and North Caro- 
lina, generally. 

But that is only part of the story. Unemployment is 
down, and we are going to keep it down. The rate of 
inflation is down, too—way down. In February—the fig- 
ures were just announced yesterday—the consumer price 
index showed its smallest increase in more than 4 years. 
The rate of inflation is one-half or more of what it was 
when I became President, and we are going to keep the 
pressure on and keep it going down. 

The good news for the future is—and this is the crucial, 
vital statistic of all of them—the confidence of American 
consumers is up. And we are going to keep it up. Amer- 
ica’s confidence is up, and that is the crux of the whole 
matter. I think it is time, quite frankly, with all of this 
new good news, that people should start talking about 
what is good for America. 
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I stand here tonight and say I am proud of our great 
country. Our agriculture, our industrial, our economic 
might is second to none, and so is our ability to defend 
it from any aggressor. I don’t believe that those who are 
downgrading America’s military capability are fully ac- 
quainted with the facts. 

The facts are: The United States of America is strong; 
it is capable of deterring aggression, of meeting the chal- 
lenges from any source; it is capable of giving us total 
national security under any circumstances. And I am sick 
and tired of those who are downgrading America, 
whether it is our economy or our military capability. 

You know, I didn’t believe them when a few people 
up in Washington on the liberal side of the political 
spectrum—when they said we needed a lot of Govern- 
ment interference to get out of the recession. In contrast, 
I charted a steady, constructive course. I pursued a bal- 
anced policy with tax cuts to help people spend and 
incentives to help the business community to grow, ex- 
pand, and create more and more jobs. 

To fight inflation, I fought to keep a tight control on 
Federal spending, control those who would bust the 
budget. I used my Presidential veto; in fact, I used it 46 
times, and it was sustained 39 times. In those 39 instances 
where the Congress sustained those vetoes, the American 
taxpayer was saved $13 billion, and that is not bad. 

That is real progress by any standards, and if the Con- 
gress keeps sending down to the Oval Office of the White 
House those reckless spending bills, I will veto them again 
and again and again until the big spenders up on Capitol 
Hill finally get the word. They are a little slow, but they 
might finally get it. 

Now, we are going to hold down the cost of living— 
let’s be practical—by holding down the cost of Govern- 
ment. We are going to make sure that your tax dollars 
work as hard for you as you did to earn them. We are 
going to keep a balanced approach. 

Here in Hickory, I know you appreciate what that 
means, because your motto, as I understand it, is the 
“Best Balanced City.” And I think that motto applies not 
only to your city, but to your whole State. North Carolina 
is one of the best balanced States of all the Union. It is 
a State with mountain ranges, ocean beaches, with in- 
dustry as well as agriculture. It is a great State to work 
in, a great State to relax in, and a great State to live in. 

Well, I like a well-balanced approach as well, like the 
Federal budget. And we can balance the Federal budget 
by 1979, and we will balance it by 1979 with your help 
and, incidentally, with the help of the Congress. Quite 
frankly, that would make possible further major tax cuts. 
What we really want to do is put more money back into 
your hands for you to spend for the purposes of yout 
family and your future. 

I happen to believe, also, in a balance between Federal 
and local government that will give more freedom to your 
State and to your local authorities, not hundreds of miles 
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with the authority up in Washington, D.C., where the 
people don’t understand the problems of Hickory or 
Catawba County or the other counties that are repre- 
sented here. I believe we should strike a new balance be- 
tween government responsibility and private initiative, a 
new balance between those who pay taxes on the one hand 
and those who benefit from taxes on the other. To me, 
balance means stability, and stability means a firm foun- 
dation for the future of the United States of America. 

In fact, there is only one place I don’t like an even bal- 
ance, and that is in election results.[Laughter] I like to see 
solid victories, the same kind of victories that put men 
like Jim Broyhill and Jim Martin and Jim Holshouser to 
work for you in the State government or in the Congress, 
the same kind of solid victories that we have won in the 
last few weeks in New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachu- 
setts, Florida, and Illinois—five times in a row—and the 
same kind of solid victories we are going to keep on win- 
ning and winning from March 23 right on through No- 
vember 2, 1976. 

I am asking for your help to make sure that we keep 
up this momentum, to make sure that we keep a realistic, 
responsible Government, a Government that promises 
only what it can deliver and delivers everything that it 
promises. That is my trust to you. I am asking for your 
help so that we can work together to build an even greater 
America. And I am asking you here in North Carolina to 
give me your support, because when a Tarheel decides to 
do something, it sure gets done. 

Thank you very, very much. And now, I will be glad 
to respond to the questions, but I sure wish we were going 
to have one of those Balls Creek fish fries so I could get 
some dinner. [Laughter] 

Okay, who is number one here? 


VicE-PRESIDENTIAL RUNNING MATE 


Q. Mr. President, it is clear that you are going to be the 
Republican nominee for President. And I was wondering, 
what are the chances of us seeing Governor Holshouser 
on that ticket with you? [Laughter] 

Tue Present. As I have said before in North Caro- 
lina and elsewhere, Jim Holshouser is one of my best 
friends. I have known him a long time. I know he is not 
only dedicated to the principles of the Republican Party 
and has been a great Governor here in the State of North 
Carolina, and I have said very forthrightly that in the new 
Administration, we want him on the team. But I think it 
is premature for me to make any categorical announce- 
ment here about my running mate. 

I can just tell you that we want Jim Holshouser in 
Washington helping us to do a better and better job after 
January 20, 1977. 

Q. Mr. President, speaking of running mates, would 
you consider having a woman as a running mate this year? 

Tue Presmenr. I had better say yes, or I will get run 
out of the house when I get home tonight. [Laughter] 
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As a matter of fact, I have answered that question 
affirmatively in the past, because we do have some ex- 
tremely talented, able women, such as the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development, Carla Hills, and oth- 
ers. So, I really would say yes. But again, it is premature 
to make any categorical determination. 

Yes? 

PrEsmENT’s GOALS FOR AMERICA 


Q. Mr. President, this is my question. For our 200th 
birthday, we have been studying how our country has 
changed. What do you think our country will be like when 
I grow up? 

Tue Preswent. For the benefit of those who might not 
have heard the question, the young lady asked what will 
the United States of America be like when she grows up? 

I can’t be specific; I can only tell you what I hope this 
country will be like. In the first century of America’s his- 
tory, we developed the greatest kind of government in the 
history of mankind, where people had a right to partic- 
ipate and to control the government, not the government 
control them. 

In our second century, we developed the greatest indus- 
trial base in the history of any country in the world. It gave 
us all the material things that we have. What we ought to 
strive for, and what I hope takes place in the third cen- 
tury, is that we can have that century of freedom for the 
individual. 

This is what we should concentrate on. We should free 
ourselves and this country from mass government, from 
mass industry, from mass labor, from mass education. 
The emphasis in the third century, when you grow up, 
ought to be on individual freedom so that you, as a person, 
and the 215-plus million like you, in a few years, will feel 
that they are not oppressed by the mob, but they have a 
right and an opportunity to utilize their own talen‘s, their 
own desires, their own ambitions, and their own dreams. 


Tue Missinc in AcTION 


Q. Mr. President, what are you personally and your 
Administration in general doing on behalf of our MIAs 
in Southeast Asia? 

Tue Present. The question is, what am I doing or 
the Administration doing on behalf of the MIAs who are 
in Vietnam, either in South Vietnam, North Vietnam, 
Laos or Cambodia? 

In the first place, we have continued working in every 
way possible with the North Vietnamese Government, 
which is the controlling governmental power in that part 
of the world. They are not a very flexible group of indi- 
viduals. They, of course, allege that they would be more 
helpful if we would take away the trade embargo, if we 
would recognize them, if we would do a lot of other things. 

We will continue to work to try and get their coopera- 
tion, and I have worked closely with the Congressional 


committee that went over and talked to the top people in 
the North Vietnamese Government. I can simply say that 
we will keep pressure on them, as we have, but we must 
be certain that we do not capitulate to a government that 
has broken its word every time we have ever made a deal 
with them. We can’t trust them. We shouldn’t trust them. 
We have to make sure that there is a bona fide quid pro 
quo. We want our MIAs back. I hope we can. But it is a 
very delicate situation. 

I can simply promise you that we will continue our 
efforts and will do our best, but we are—quite actually 
and quite frankly—dealing with a bunch of international 
pirates. 

WatTER QUALITY 


Q. President Ford, I want to thank you for appearing 
in our city. I believe you are the first President in modern 
times to do so. We appreciate it. 

President Ford, business and government, the Federal 
bureaucracy, the burden of Federal bureaucracy is almost 
unbearable. City managers, Governors, county managers 
spend most of their time working for the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

One agency that is almost strangling to death in its 
own redtape is EPA. Ours is a State of beautiful streams 
and lakes, and many of our rivers are becoming open 
sewers for the lack of sewer plants. Here in Hickory, we 
have done everything a smail city can do. We have passed 
a bond referendum several years ago. They asked for study 
after study, and we are just getting nowhere, it seems. We 
are polluting our lake and our rivers here, and that condi- 
tion exists everywhere, nearly. 

If there is something you could do to get EPA to release 
some money for sewers to improve our water quality, it 
might be the best thing we could do in America. 

THe Preswent. Let me answer it this way: I ob- 
viously don’t know the facts in their entirety, but I can give 
you some factual information that is a matter of record. 
EPA has all the money it can spend. There is no limitation 
on it. As a matter of fact, in the fiscal year budget for 1977, 
they will spend roughly $6,900 million all over the United 
States. There is no excuse whatsoever as to a lack of 
money, none whatsoever. So, I don’t understand what the 
problem is. 

I can assure you that I will work with Jim Broyhill. It 
is incomprehensible to me, because money is not the prob- 
lem. Isn’t that right, Jim? Jim says it is redtape. Well, if it 
is, we will cut some, and we will get that taken care of. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


U.S. Foreicn Po.icy 


Q. I can’t tell you how happy I was when I heard you 
say a little while ago that America can defend itself. I am 
really sick and tired of these communists pushing us 
around. I tell you what really burns me up is when these 
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Cubans think they can push us around in all these places 
like Angola and Africa. And I want to know what your 
ideas are, your policy is to contain the communists and all 
these enemies of ours? 

The media keeps bombarding us with all these things, 
like NATO is falling apart, the communists are taking 
over in Italy, and all this stuff. And young people like 
me—we just get so pessimistic. And they are even getting 
on Dr. Kissinger. And we just don’t know what to think, 
and people get so pessimistic. So just tell me, what can you 
do with this mess? 

Tue Present. Let me answer that question very 
specifically. You should be optimistic, not pessimistic, be- 
cause the United States is the leader in the world, whether 
it is economically or whether it is militarily. 

And may I add this: The only place that the com- 
munists have made any inroads are when the Soviet 
Union and Cuba went into Angola. In that case, I, as 
President, and Secretary of State Kissinger said to the 
Congress, we have a plan that will stop them. We have a 
plan that, if the Congress will approve the money—$28 
million—we will be able to take two Angolan groups that 
form the majority of the population of Angola, and they 
will be able to gain control against the Soviet-Cuban 
backed group. 

But when the Congress turned us down, wouldn’t give 
us the money, we couldn’t support the two factions that 
could have won, and communism, whether it is Soviet 
Union or Cuba, wouldn’t be in there today. That is unfor- 
giveable, but that is the fact. 

Now, let’s take a minute. We have told Castro—and 
these were measured words—that he, under no circum- 
stances, should undertake any adventures either in Latin 
America or elsewhere, because we were going to take 
appropriate action. If we do—and I think we have to—I 
hope the Congress will back me better than they did 
in the case of Angola. We’ve got to get the Congress to 
come along with the people and with the President. 

And let me quickly tell you why you should be opti- 
mistic in general. Our alliances with the NATO countries 
have never been better. Our relations with Japan are the 
best in the history of the United States. Our relations 
in the Middle East have been such that the United States 
of America could take a leading role in bringing Israel 
on the one hand and Egypt on the other to a very signifi- 
cant negotiation that kept the momentum for peace in 
the Middle East moving. No other country in the world 
could have taken that leadership except the United States. 

We could go around the globe, and I could give you 
other illustrations that would show, beyond any question 
of a doubt, that the United States is respected in the world. 
The United States is a leader in the world. And these 
people who go around downgrading our reputation, our 
credibility, our effectiveness, unfortunately, don’t know 
what they are talking about. 


PRESIDENT’S VIEWS ON SCOUTING 


Q. Mr. President, this is my question. Mr. President, 
I understand that you were an Eagle Scout. What role 
has scouting played in your life, and how can scouting 
help benefit the American boy? 

THE Preswent. I was an Eagle Scout. I am proud of 
the fact that I was an Eagle Scout, and I am proud of 
the Boy Scouts of America. 

You know, the Scout oath, the Scout laws are the best 
guidelines I know to give you the right direction in school, 
in marriage, in your career, to make your life happy and 
prosperous. So, if you live up to the Scout oath and the 
Scout laws, you are going to make it. I can just tell you, 
you can’t go wrong. Good luck to you. 


CONSUMER PROTECTION AND ANTITRUST LEGISLATION 


Q. Mr. Ford, in recent months you have made two 
crucial decisions on consumer affairs: one, your threatened 
veto of the agency for consumer protection, a nonregula- 
tory agency which would have provided legal representa- 
tion for consumers before regulatory agencies; and, two, 
a story which just came out this week, that you have appar- 
ently reversed your position on a bill currently before Con- 
gress which would permit State attorneys general to repre- 
sent consumers in Federal antitrust cases. 

Would you please explain your apparent reluctance 
to place consumer representatives on a more equitable 
footing with industry representatives before both regula- 
tory agencies and in antitrust litigation? 

Tue Preswent. Well, let me answer the first one first. 

We hear continuously that we ought to reduce Federal 
interference, that we ought to cut down on bureaucracy, 
we ought to get rid of one bureau after another. Under 
the consumer protection agency legislation you are talk- 
ing about, we would add another one, another layer. 

And that agency, if it had been approved by the Con- 
gress—and it hasn’t yet, and I hope it won’t—if that legis- 
lation were to go through, you would have that group 
in that independent agency interfering with the orderly 
processes in every agency of the Federal Government 
today. If you think things are slow—and that gentleman 
was talking about redtape—the consumer protection 
agency would slow it down 100 percent more. 

Now, Jim Broyhill knows more about that legislation 
in the Capitol, because you are on that committee, aren’t 
you, Jim? But Jim is an authority on the legislation. It is 
bad. It would have added to redtape, added to bureauc- 
racy, and it cannot be justified. 

Now, what we have tried to do—which I think makes a 
lot more sense—we have told every Cabinet officer and 
every other administrative officer that in each Department 
there should be a consumers subdivision, so that if a con- 
sumer has an objection to a ruling or a regulation of that 
Department, that complainer can go to that agency and 
get an opportunity to get a fair hearing. I think that is a 
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better solution than adding more bureaucrats and another 
bureau in Washington, D.C. 

Now, on the other one, it is called the parens patriae 
bill. It was legislation first approved in May of 1974, by 
the previous Administration. It never came to my desk 
until, about 10 days ago, the Republican leader in the 
House of Representatives called me and said, “Are you 
familiar with this legislation?” I said, “No, it has never 
been called to my attention.” 

We went back and checked the records. The Depart- 
ment of Justice had continued with the same recom- 
mendation that was approved by the previous Adminis- 
tration without any additional consultation with me in 
the White House. 

When I got into it, what did I find out? In the first 
place, it would have deputized every State’s attorney—in 
North Carolina, Michigan, elsewhere—to undertake on 
their own, class actions to allegedly enforce antitrust leg- 
islation. I don’t think States’ attorney generals should be 
seeking to enforce U.S. Federal antitrust legislation. That 
is the responsibility, as I see it, of the Department of 
Justice. 

Secondly, since I have become President, I recom- 
mended higher penalties, both criminal and civil, for vio- 
lations of our antitrust laws. Congress passed that legisla- 
tion. In the budget for the next fiscal year, I recommended 
25 more antitrust lawyers in the Department of Justice, 
because we want the laws on the books fully enforced, and 
they will be. But it ought to be done by Federal authori- 
ties, not by attorney generals of various States who would 
use that as a political steppingstone for their own political 
ambitions. 


PRESIDENT’S VIEWS ON THE CHALLENGES OF THE 
OFFICE 


Q. Mr. President, I have had the privilege of talking 
to three Presidents before in my life: you, General Eisen- 
hower, Woodrow Wilson and—let’s see, I can’t remem- 
ber the other name. 

THE Preswent. Teddy Roosevelt? 

Q. Well, three besides you. And I think you are the 
greatest President we have ever had in the United States. 
Also, I have a boy named Gerald. He made straight A’s 
in high school and grammar school for 12 straight years. 

Tue Presment. He did better than I did. [Laughter] 

Q. He was a quarterback; he weighed 260 pounds. He 
played end; he played fullback. He starred in baseball and 
basketball. And I asked him one day, I said, “Gerald, 
what do you want to be when you grow up to be a grown 
man?” He said, “I want to be President of the United 
States.” I said, “Well, if you go to school long enough, you 
might be one.” So, I sent him through school. 

I said to him the other day, I said, “Gerald, how would 
you like to be in President Ford’s place?” He said, “No, 
I don’t want that. That is too much work for me.” Well, 


he has got a job as traffic manager for Singer Industries in 
Lenoir, and he looks after a fleet of truck lines and also 
railroad cars and everything, and he comes in cussing 
every night about how hard he has to work. 

Also, I want to ask you why you like to be President so 
good and when do you ever plan to quit and rest some? 
[Laughter] 

Tue Presment. I like the job of being President, 
because I like the challenges that come across that desk 
every day. I like the challenge of working on problems, 
whether they are domestic or international. I like the 
opportunity to serve people and to do what I can to 
improve the lot of America, both at home and abroad. It 
is a great challenge. I have always responded to chal- 
lenges, and every working day is a better day, and I think 
every working day is going to be better. 

Thank you very much. 

Q. There is one more thing I want to say. I got to 
thinking about you yesterday, so I made a piece of antique 
furniture and brought it to you. And when you get tired 
of going all over the United States and working yourself 
to death, I want you to take a rest. I brought you a big 
chair with a hard rock bottom, and it has a back in it 
where you can lay your head back and sleep up a storm— 
[laughter] 

Tue Present. Thank you very, very much, sir. 

Q. and get shaded with a big tree over the top of 
it. I wish I could bring it out and show it to the crowd 
of people. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you very much. 








PRESIDENTIAL DECISIONS AND PuBLic OPINION 


Q. What have you done because of a strong personal 
belief that you thought might have opposed public 
opinion? 

THE PresweENT. The question is, what have I done 
where I had a strong personal conviction where I recog- 
nized that there was substantial or majority opposition on 
the part of the public? 

Probably the one that is most recent is the initial reac- 
tion to the decision that I made to support the two ele- 
ments in Angola. I don’t think that was a popular decision 
at the time, but I think now that the public recognizes 
the consequences—that Cuba sent 12,000 mercenaries 
into Angola and the Soviet Union now controls that very 
rich country—I think the American public wishes we had 
made that investment. But at the time I knew it was right. 

There was a great similarity—and this is important— 
in the 1930’s, the United Nations did not respond when 
Italy went into Ethiopia. That didn’t seem very signifi- 
cant. It didn’t seem like it was anything that related to 
Western Europe or to the United States. But most his- 
torians will agree, that if the League of Nations at that 
time had moved in and stopped Mussolini from moving 
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into Ethiopia, a lot of the potential problems of World 
War II never would have materialized. 

Now, the circumstances are not identical, but there is 
enough similarity that we ought to learn from history. 
And I felt at the time that we should have acted, and I 
believe there is a growing sentiment that we should have 
done it. 

But a President has to make some decisions that are 
not always popular, as long as he thinks they are right. 
And I can assure you that I will do what is right and, 
hopefully, have the backing of the American people. 

Yes, sir. 

ScHooL, Businc 


Q. Mr. President, my question is, how do you stand 
on school busing? 

THE Present. I have had the same position for the 
last 10 years, so it is not something that has been devel- 
oped in relationship to this Presidential campaign. I have 
never believed that court-ordered, forced busing was the 
best way to achieve quality education. 

I firmly believe that our goal should be quality edu- 
cation. I firmly believe that we have to make certain that 
the constitutional rights of people are upheld. In other 
words, we can’t just have segregation in our public 
schools, But, there is a better way to get quality education 
and to achieve desegregation than by court-ordered, 
forced busing to achieve racial balance. 

As Jim Broyhill knows, I have vigorously, from the 
beginning, said we’ve got to find another answer. And I 
can assure you that the pressure that we have exerted 
across the board is getting some better results today than 
we got 5 years ago in some of the decisionmaking process. 

Let me conclude by just thanking all of you. It has 
been a long night. I have enjoyed the opportunity to see 
so many of you, to respond to your questions. I ask you 
again, I would most gratefully appreciate your support 
next Tuesday. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:30 p.m. in the gymnasium. 


United States Ambassador 
to Ecuador 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Richard J. Bloomfield. March 22, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Richard J. Bloomfield, of Chevy Chase, Md., to be 
Ambassador to Ecuador. He will succeed Robert C. Brew- 
ster, who has resigned. Mr. Bloomfield has been the Direc- 
tor of the Office of Policy Planning and Coordination for 
the Bureau of Inter-American Affairs at the Department 
of State since 1973. 


Born on August 11, 1927, in Derby, Conn., Mr. Bloom- 
field received his B.S. degree from Georgetown University 
in 1950. He attended Harvard University and received 
his M.P.A. in 1960. He served in the United States Coast 
Guard from 1945 to 1946 and the United States Air Force 
during 1950-51. 

In 1952, Mr. Bloomfield joined the Foreign Service 
and became an Economic Officer in La Paz, Peru. He 
went to Salzburg in 1954 and was a Visa Officer, prior to 
becoming a Consular Officer in Monterey in 1957. He 
was assigned as a Financial Officer in Montevideo in 
1960. 

Mr. Bloomfield became an International Relations 
Officer at the Department of State in 1962. He was a 
Financial Economist at the Department during 1964-65, 
prior to becoming Deputy Director of the Office of Re- 
gional Economic Policy of the Bureau of Inter-American 
Affairs in late 1967. He was appointed Country Director 
for Ecuador-Peru in 1967. From 1968 to 1971, he was 
Economic Counselor and Associate Director of AID in 
Rio de Janeiro. During 1971-72, he was a Fellow at the 
Center for International Affairs at Harvard University. 
He became Special Assistant to the Assistant Secretary for 
Inter-American Affairs in June 1972 and was assigned in 
July 1972 as Staff Director of the Interdepartmental 
Group for Inter-American Affairs of the National Secu- 
rity Council. 

Mr. Bloomfield is married to the former Patricia A. 
Koepfle, and they have five children. 


Political Rights for Women 


Statement by the President on Signing Two 
Conventions Concerning Political Rights of Women. 
March 22, 1976 


I am pleased to have the opportunity of signing the 
Inter-American Convention on the Granting of Political 
Rights to Women, signed in Bogota in 1948, and the Con- 
vention on the Political Rights of Women, signed by the 
United Nations General Assembly in 1953. 

Our ratification of the 19th amendment to our Con- 
stitution in 1920 granted women in this country equal 
voting rights with men. The ratification of these two Con- 
ventions serves to underscore our firm dedication to the 
principle of equality of political rights for women. Indeed, 
the Preamble to the Charter of the United Nations to 
which our Nation and others subscribe provides that we 
“reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the 
dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal 
rights of men and women and of nations large and small.” 

International Women’s Year, 1975, has just concluded. 
We have now entered the United Nations Decade for 
Women, as adopted by the 30th General Assembly of the 
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United Nations. This Decade, 1975-85, will provide an 
opportunity to put into action the recommendations and 
suggestions resulting from IWY. This will serve as an op- 
portunity for effectively measuring our commitment to 
continuing the advancement of the status of women. It is 
highly appropriate that the ratification of these two con- 
ventions by the United States Senate took place during 
the beginning of our Bicentennial Year. 


White House Conference on 
Handicapped Individuals 


Statement by the President Announcing the Spring 
1977 Conference. March 22, 1976 


At the request of the National Planning and Advisory 
Council to the White House Conference on Handicapped 
Individuals and the Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare, and with the authorization of the Congress, 
I hereby declare that the White House Conference on 
Handicapped Individuals shall be held in spring 1977. 

A spring 1977 Conference is strongly supported by many 
of the States and by various organizations for the handi- 
capped. This will allow the States time to plan their con- 
ferences properly and involve more people, especially the 
handicapped. This should contribute to a better National 
Conference. 

I feel that this involvement is important. As I said when 
I announced the Conference last November, a major 
purpose of this Conference is to generate a responsive 
national awareness of the problems facing the handi- 
capped. Concern for the handicapped should not be lim- 
ited to the Federal Government. State and local officials 
and private citizens as well, must turn their attention 
to the needs of the handicapped. The private sector can 
perform a creative role by contributing its talents and 
resources. 

The White House Conference on Handicapped Indi- 
viduals is a very important occasion which should con- 
tribute significantly to the health, education, and welfare 
of handicapped individuals everywhere. 


Masonic Medallion Presentation 


The President’s Remarks Upon Being Presented the 
Medallion by the Grand Lodge of the District of 
Columbia Masons. March 22, 1976 


Let me say, Worshipful Layton, distinguished officers 
of the Grand Lodge, and honorable past Grand Masters, 


that this is a wonderful, wonderful thought on your part, 
and I am most grateful for being included with the father 
of our country on this silver medallion. 

I, of course, have a very special allegiance to the lodge 
here in the District of Columbia because although I 
started back in Grand Rapids, because I was in Congress 
it was not possible for me to participate, and as a result 
the brothers here in the District of Columbia were very 
helpful, and I actually got my degrees here in Washington, 
D.C. So, I thank those that participated, and I am highly 
honored to have had the opportunity here in the District 
of Columbia. 

You noted that I am the 14th President that belonged 
to the Masonic fraternity. I also noted that some 19 
Vice Presidents also belonged to the Masonic fraternity 
plus innumerable hundreds and maybe thousands of Mem- 
bers of Congress over the years have likewise been a part 
of our fraternity. I can’t, of course, tell you how many 
judges and other high public officials have already been a 
part of what we hold so dear. 

It was also significant, I thought, that some of the 
original or some of the signers of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, Benjamin Franklin, John Hancock, Paul 
Revere and, of course, George Washington, and perhaps 
others—I don’t recall any of the others—were signers of 
the Declaration of Independence which is, of course, a 
very basic document in the establishment of our concepts, 
the establishment of our Government. 

I know Masonry has contributed over the years, the 
leagth and the breadth of this country, a great moral 
spirit that has helped significantly in the building of 
America. They have done it for two centuries. I am told 
that there were only about 3,000 Masons at the time this 
country was formed, 3,000 out of some 3 million who were 
in the Thirteen Colonies that made America. 

Well, Masonry has contributed in the 200 years. I am 
confident it will do likewise in the third century and longer 
than that. So, I thank you for the honor, Worshipful Lay- 
ton. And I thank all of the members, and particularly those 
who are here today, for their coming to the White House 
to participate in this ceremony. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:24 p.m. in the Rose Garden at 
the White House. 


Science and Technology 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing His Message to 
the Congress Urging Approval of His 1977 Budget 
Requests and the Creation of an Office of Science and 
Technology Policy. March 22, 1976 


Dr. Stever and distinguished scientists from both the 
private as well as the public sector: 
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This is a great occasion, and I am delighted to partici- 
pate in the signing of these two messages. 

Since its beginning, America has derived great, great 
benefits from the inventiveness and creativity of its people. 
From Benjamin Franklin’s first experiments with electric- 
ity to the most recent discoveries in space-age medicine, 
research and development have been crucial elements in 
our Nation’s remarkable growth. They have never been 
more important than they are at the present time. 

Science and technology are daily becoming more and 
more vital for the peace and security of our country and 
for the world at large. It is no exaggeration to say that the 
future well-being of our Nation depends on putting our 
best minds to work now to solve the problems of 
tomorrow. 

In recent years we have made major investments in re- 
search and development and this investment has paid 
rich dividends in economic growth, in the quality of our 
lives, and in the strength of our defense, but we must do 
more. 

The budget which I recently submitted to the Congress 
in January of this year is one measure of the importance 
that I personally attach to a continued national invest- 
ment in science and technology. In it, I requested $24.7 
billion for research and development activities, an in- 
crease of 11 percent over the current fiscal year. 

It focuses very special attention on research and de- 
velopment for energy and defense and our basic research. 
It continues or increases support in agriculture, space, 
health, as well as other areas that show promise in meet- 
ing the challenges that we face. 

At the same time, we must make sure that we have sci- 
entific and technological expertise at the highest levels of 
government. To do this, I have submitted legislation to 
establish an Office of Science and Technology Policy in 
the Executive Office of the President. 

It is vital that the Congress act promptly and positively 
on this proposal and on my 1977 fiscal year budget rec- 
ommendations. Let us make certain that science, engineer- 
ing, and technology will continue to play a very major 
part in assuring our future strength and prosperity. 

It is a pleasure now to sign the message to the Congress 
and hopefully—and I think we have good reason to be- 
lieve that Congress will act on this legislation and the 
office will be established as soon as the legislation has been 
signed into law. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:41 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. After his remarks, he also signed his message to the 
Congress transmitting the National Science Foundation’s Annual 
Report for Fiscal Year 1975. 


Science and Technology 


The President’s Message to the Congress Urging 
Approval of His 1977 Budget Requests and Creation 
of an Office of Science and Technology Policy. 
March 22, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

The desire and the ability of the American people to 
seek and apply new knowledge have been crucial elements 
of the greatness of our country throughout its 200-year 
history. 

Our Founding Fathers placed high value on the pursuit 
of knowledge and its application. They supported explora- 
tion, new methods of agriculture, the establishment of 
scientific societies and institutions of higher learning, 
measures to encourage invention, and means to protect 
and improve the Nation’s health. 

In our recent history, the Nation has made major 
investments in research and development activities to 
ensure their continued contribution to the growth of our 
economy, to the quality of our lives and to the strength 
of our defense. Today there is mounting evidence that 
science and technology are more important than ever 
before in meeting the many challenges facing us. 

I fully recognize that this country’s future—and that 
of all civilization as well—depends on nurturing and 
drawing on the creativity of men and women in our scien- 
tific and engineering community. 

The 1977 Budget which I submitted to the Congress on 
January 21, 1976, is one measure of the importance I 
attach to a strong National effort in science and technol- 
ogy. My total budget restrains Federal spending to $395 
billion—an increase of 5.5 percent over 1976. But my 
Budget requests $24.7 billion for the research and devel- 
opment activities of the various Federal agencies, an 
increase of 11 percent over my 1976 estimates. Included 
within this total of $24.7 billion is $2.6 billion for the 
support of basic research, also an increase of 11 percent. 
Such long-term exploratory research provides the new 
knowledge on which advances in science and technology 
depend. I urge the Congress to approve my budget 
requests. 

I also urge the Congress to pass legislation to establish 
an Office of Science and Technology Policy in the Execu- 
tive Office of the President. This will permit us to have 
closer at hand advice on the scientific, engineering and 
technical aspects of issues and problems that require atten- 
tion at the highest levels of Government. 

On June 9, 1975, I submitted a bill to the Congress 
that would authorize creation of such an office. The 
director of this new office would also serve as my adviser 
on science and technology, separating this responsibility 
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from the many demands of managing an operating 
agency. On November 6, 1975, the House of Repre- 
sentatives passed an acceptable bill, H.R. 10230, which 
authorizes the new office. On February 4, 1976, the Sen- 
ate passed a similar bill which, with some changes, would 
also be acceptable. Those bills are now awaiting action 
by a House-Senate Conference Committee. Early agree- 
ment by the conferees on a workable bill will permit me to 
proceed without further delay in establishing the Office 
of Science and Technology Policy. 

In addition to its direct support of research and devel- 
opment, the Federal Government has a responsibility to 
ensure that its policies and programs stimulate private 
investments in science and technology and encourage in- 
novation in all sectors of the economy—in industry, the 
universities, private foundations, small business, and State 
and local Governments. We pursue this objective through 
our tax laws, cooperative R&D projects with industry, and 
other incentives. 

Industry and other elements of the private sector now 
support nearly 50 percent of the Nation’s total research 
and development effort and we must avoid displacing 
these important investments. 

The role of industry is particularly important. In our 
competitive economic system, industry turns new ideas 
from laboratories into new and improved products and 
services and brings them to the marketplace for the Na- 
tion’s consumers. Industry has built successfully on ad- 
vanced developments of the past and provided new 
products and services of great economic and social value 
to the Nation. This can be seen in electronics, computers, 
aircraft, communications, medical services and many 
other areas. 

My 1977 Budget gives special attention to research and 
development for energy and defense and to basic research. 
It also continues or increases support for other important 
areas such as agriculture, space, and health where re- 
search and development can make a_ significant 
contribution. 

—In energy, an accelerated research and development 

program is vital to our future energy independence. 
My 1977 Budget proposes $2.6 billion for energy re- 
search and development—a 35 percent increase over 
1976. These funds, together with the efforts of pri- 
vate industry, provide for a balanced program across 
the entire range of major energy technologies. Major 
increases are proposed in energy conservation to 
achieve greater energy efficiency. Additional funding 
is provided in fossil fuels to enhance oil and gas re- 
covery, to improve the direct combustion of coal and 
to produce synthetic oil and gas from coal and oil 
shale. Expanded efforts are planned in 1977 to assure 
the safety and reliability of nuclear power and to 
continue the development of breeder reactors which 
will make our uranium resources last for centuries. 


My 1977 Budget also provides for rapid growth in 
programs to accelerate development of solar and 
geothermal energy and fusion power. 


—In defense, a strengthened and vigorous program of 


research and development is absolutely fundamental 
to maintain peace in the years ahead. Our National 
survival depends on our continued technological 
edge. The quality of our military R&D program to- 
day—and decisions on its scope and magnitude—will 
directly influence the balance of power in the 1980's 
and beyond. Obligations for defense research and 
development will increase by 13 percent in FY 1977, 
to almost $11 billion. In the strategic area, the de- 
fense R&D program provides for continued develop- 
ment of the Trident submarine and missile system 
and the B-1 bomber. We are providing increases for 
cruise missiles and for defining options for a new 
inter-continental ballistic missile system. For our tac- 
tical forces, we will pursue a number of major pro- 
grams ranging from the F-16 and F-18 fighter 
aircraft to a new attack helicopter, improved air ‘de- 
fense systems, and a new tank. In addition we will 
strengthen our military-related science and tech- 
nology effort. The combat potential of new tech- 
nologies such as high energy lasers will be actively 
explored. 


—Through basic research, new knowledge is achieved 


that underlies all future progress in science and tech- 
nology. My proposed budget provides an increase of 
11 percent over my 1976 estimates to assure that the 
flow of new scientific discoveries continues. Since 
much of the Nation’s basic research is carried out at 
colleges and universities, I have given special em- 
phasis to the budget request for the National Science 
Foundation and other agencies that support research 
in these institutions. I have requested an increase of 
20 percent in NSF's funding for basic research in 
order to underscore my strong support for such re- 
search, particularly in colleges and universities. 


—lIn agriculture, improving the efficiency of American 


food production is vital to our National well-being 
and to help ease critical worldwide food shortages. 
My Budget provides over $500 million for agricul- 
tural research including programs to increase crop 
yield, improve the nutrition and protein content of 
crops, and help find new and safer ways to protect 
crops from the devastating losses which are caused 
by pests and bad weather. Matching State funds for 
research at land-grant institutions will contribute an 
additional $400 million to the national effort. Within 
the agricultural research program, greater priority 
will be given to basic agricultural research which is 
the key to our longer range objectives in food pro- 
duction. Our agricultural research and research un- 
dertaken by others around the world can have a 
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major effect on the world food situation for genera- 
tions to come. 

—In health, basic and applied medical research pro- 
vides new knowledge about causes, prevention and 
cure of diseases. This knowledge will make it possible 
to reduce the toll of human suffering, reduce expen- 
sive medical treatments, and increase the general 
level of health of our people. For the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare alone my Budget 
requests over $2.2 billion to pursue new scientific 
opportunities relating to cancer, heart and lung dis- 
ease, arthritis, diabetes, and behavioral disturbances. 
It will also continue research in emerging areas of 
National importance such as immunology, aging, en- 
vironmental health, and health services. 

—lIn space, the shuttle is the key to improved opera- 
tional space capabilities for science, defense, and 
industry. My 1977 Budget provides the necessary 
funds to continue development of the shuttle and 
to assure a balanced program in science and space 
applications. In the future, space technologies can 
further advance our National and worldwide needs 
for better communications, better weather forecast- 
ing and better assessment and management of our 
natural resources. Scientific exploration and observa- 
tion in space can add immeasurably to our under- 
standing of the universe around us. 


My Budget also provides funds for continued research 
and development in environment, natural resources, trans- 
portation, urban development, and other fields of social 
and economic activity where we will support work that 
shows promise in meeting the problems of society and the 
new challenges we face as a Nation. 

Prompt and favorable action by the Congress on my 
proposal to create the new Office of Science and Tech- 
nology Policy and to approve my 1977 Budget requests 
are vital to ensure that science, engineering and technol- 
ogy will continue to contribute effectively in achieving 
our Nation’s objectives. 

GeraLp R. Forp 
The White House, 
March 22, 1976. 


National Science Foundation 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Foundation’s Annual Report for Fiscal Year 1975. 
March 22, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am pleased to submit to the Congress the Twenty- 
Fifth Annual Report of the National Science Foundation, 
covering fiscal year 1975. 


Science and Technology have dramatically benefited 
our Nation and the world. During the NSF’s first 25 years 
of operation, research supported by the National Science 
Foundation—particularly basic research in universities— 
has contributed much to our Nation’s progress in science 
and technology. I expect the Foundation to continue this 
valuable contribution. 

As this Annual Report shows, the programs of the 
National Science Foundation in 1975 addressed both the 
important search for new scientific knowledge and its use 
in solving society’s pressing problems. Also, these pro- 
grams continued to assist in meeting the Nation’s need to 
train tomorrow’s scientists and engineers. I commend this 
report to your attention. 

My 1977 Budget now before the Congress recognizes 
the important role played by the National Science Foun- 
dation and assigns high priority to increases in Federal 
support of basic research. I urge Congressional approval 
of the proposed budget increases in the National Science 
Foundation. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
March 22, 1976. 


NOTE: The report is entitled “National Science Foundation Annual 
Report 1975” (Government Printing Office, 127 pp.). 


Report on the Status of 
Indochina Refugees 


The President’s Letter to Six Senate and House 
Committee Chairmen Transmitting the Report. 
March 22, 1976 


Dear Mr. Chairman: 

- In accordance with the provisions of the Indochina 
Migration and Refugee Assistance Act of 1975, I am 
reporting to you on the status of refugees from Cambodia 
and Vietnam. 

I am proud of the fact that we were able to achieve 
our goal of complete refugee resettlement before the end 
of calendar year 1975. My first three reports to the Con- 
gress described the activities undertaken to successfully 
complete the resettlement phase of the program. The 
task since that time has been to provide the Indochina 
refugee necessary assistance in his becoming a self-reliant 
member of his new community. I must report that in the 
majority of cases the Indochina refugee is achieving his 
assimilation into American society largely on his own 
efforts. Numbers of refugees, however, do require finan- 
cial, medical, or educational assistance. Through private 
and governmental efforts we have been able to provide 
that assistance. 
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On the whole, I believe this report will show an 
encouraging start has been made in assisting the Indo- 
china refugee to participate fully in American life. 

Sincerely, 
GeraLp R. Forp 


noTE: This is the text of identical letters addressed to the Honor- 
able James O. Eastland, chairman, Senate Committee on the Judi- 
ciary; the Honorable Peter W. Rodino, chairman, House Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary; the Honorable John J. Sparkman, chairman, 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; the Honorable Thomas E. 
Morgan, chairman, House Committee on International Rela- 
tions; the Honorable John L. McClellan, chairman, Senate Com- 
mittee on Appropriations; and the Honorable George H. Mahon, 
chairman, House Committee on Appropriations. 

The report is entitled “HEW Task Force for Indochina Refugees, 
Report to the Congress, March 15, 1976.” 

The text of the letters was made available by the White House 
Press Office. It was not issued in the form of a White House press 
release. 


Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Economic Affairs 


Announcement of Appointment of William F. Gorog. 
March 23, 1976 


The President today announced the appointment of 
William F. Gorog, of Dayton, Ohio, as Deputy Assistant 
to the President for Economic Affairs. He joined the 
White House staff in May of 1975, and has been serving 
as Deputy to L. William Seidman, as Deputy Director 
of the President’s Economic Policy Board. 

Born on September 2, 1925, in Warren, Ohio, Mr. 
Gorog graduated from the United States ‘Military Acad- 
emy at West Point in 1949. He later received his M.S. 
degree from Ohio State University Graduate School in 
Columbus, Ohio. He served in the United States Air 
Force from 1949 to 1954, with assignments in Korea and 
Europe. 

After leaving the service in 1954, Mr. Gorog became 
assistant director of the camera division of the Bulova 
Watch Co., in New York City. He was one of the found- 
ers, in 1956, of Data Corporation, in Dayton, Ohio, which 
merged with the Mead Corporation in 1968. He was 
chairman of the board and chief executive officer of Mead 
Technology Laboratories, prior to his appointment to the 
White House staff. 

Mr. Gorog is married to the former Gretchen Elizabeth 
Meister, and they have six children. They reside in 
McLean, Va. 
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Administration on Aging 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Annual Report of the Commissioner. 
March 23, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 


Section 208 of the 1973 Amendments to the Older 
Americans Act (Public Law 89-73) provides that the 
Commissioner on Aging shall prepare and submit to the 
President for transmittal to the Congress a report on the 
activities carried out under this Act. 

The Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare has 
forwarded the Annual Report of the Administration on 
Aging for the fiscal year 1975 to me, and I am pleased 
to transmit this document to the Congress. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
March 23, 1976. 


NOTE: The report is entitled “Administration on Aging Annual Re- 
port—FY 1975” (106 pp. plus appendix). 


Equal Credit Opportunity Act 
Amendments of 1976 and 
Consumer Leasing Act of 1976 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing H.R. 6516 
and H.R. 8835 IntoLaw. March 23, 1976 


Mrs. Knauer, distinguished Members of the Congress: 

This is a very, very important day for all American 
consumers of every persuasion, of every race, of all ages. 
It is important because with my signing of the two bills 
before me, the Administration reconfirms its commitment 
to equal opportunity. 

It also underscores our desire to make government far 
more responsive to the needs of the American consumer, 
and I indicate my appreciation to the Members of the 
House as well as the Senate for their cooperation in this 
regard. 

The equal opportunity amendments and the Con- 
sumer Leasing Act reflect our joint determination to 
achieve goals of fairness and equality in a broad range 
of business transactions, transactions which millions of 
American consumers engage in every day of every year. 

Last November, I spoke out deploring discrimination 
against Americans that might arise from foreign boycott 
practices. At that time, I also voiced my firm support for 
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the amendments to the Consumer Credit Protection Act 
which would bar such discrimination. 

The Consumer Credit Protection Act already on the 
books prohibits credit discrimination based on sex and 
marital status. The amendments that I am signing today 
broaden the act to prohibit credit discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, religion, national origin, and age. 

The other bill that I am signing today, the Consumer 
Leasing Act of 1976, also broadens consumer protection. 
It amends the 1968 Truth in Lending Act to extend to 
lease contracts, the disclosure and protection requirements 
now imposed on credit transactions. With the rise of con- 
sumer leasing of automobiles and other equipment as an 
alternative to installment buying, this measure meets a 
very real need. 

I am delighted to sign both bills today, and I congratu- 
late the Members of Congress, both Democrat and Repub- 
lican, for their working with us on this project. The bills 
add to a growing list of steps that we have taken in the 
last year to help give all consumers a far fairer shake, to 
make our country far more equitable and a more just 
place for all Americans to live. 

I thank the Members of Congress and Mrs. Knauer for 
being here on this beautiful day in the Rose Garden for 
this occasion. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. at the signing ceremony 
in the Rose Garden at the White House. 

As enacted, the Equal Credit Opportunity Act Amendments of 
1976 (H.R. 6516) is Public Law 94-239, and the Consumer Leas- 


ing Act of 1976 (H.R. 8835) is Public Law 94-240. Both bills were 
approved on March 23, 1976. 


Equal Credit Opportunity Act 
Amendments of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 6516 Into 
Law. March 23,1976 


I have today signed H.R. 6516, which expands the 
scope of the Equal Credit Opportunity Act. 

This Administration is committed to the goal of equal 
opportunity in all aspects of our society. In financial trans- 
actions, no person should be denied an equal opportunity 
to obtain credit for reasons unrelated to his or her credit- 
worthiness. 

Last November, I stated my support for legislation to 
amend the Equal Credit Opportunity Act to bar creditor 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, or 
national origin against any credit applicant in any aspect 
of a credit transaction. The Act currently prohibits dis- 
crimination on the basis of sex or marital status. 

This bill carries out my recommendations. It applies to 
business as well as consumer credit transactions and, thus, 


reaches discrimination against Americans in the extension 
of credit which might arise from foreign boycott practices. 

In addition, this bill permits the Attorney General as 
well as private citizens to initiate suits where discrimina- 
tion in credit transactions has occurred. It also provides 
that a person to whom credit is denied is entitled to know 
of the reasons for the denial. 

It is with great pleasure that I sign a bill that repre- 
sents a major step forward in assuring equal opportunity 
in our country. 


NOTE: As enacted, the Equal Credit Opportunity Act Amendments 
of 1976 (H.R. 6516) is Public Law 94-239, approved March 23, 
1976. 


Child Nutrition Legislation 


The President’s Message to the Congress Proposing the 
Child Nutrition Reform Act of 1976. March 23, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am presenting today to the Congress the Child Nutri- 
tion Reform Act of 1976. This proposal is designed to 
facilitate the States’ efforts to feed needy children by con- 
solidating 15 food programs—including forty different 
meal subsidies—into a single block grant. 

Good nutrition is a key factor in the physical, mental 
and social development of the Nation’s children. It is 
essential that children not be denied a healthful diet 
because of limited family resources. For this reason the 
Federal government has developed subsidy programs to 
provide lunches for needy children. 

Children from all families, regardless of income, may 
receive Federal subsidies for meals served by eligible insti- 
tutions. The Federal government now provides approxi- 
mately 20% of the total cost of school lunches served to 
all children, regardless of their nutritional need or income. 

However, due to program changes enacted by the Con- 
gress, the Federal government will be required to spend 
even more money on non-needy children. At the same 
time, there are at least 700,000 children from poor fam- 
ilies receiving no benefits whatsoever. 

I believe that the Federal government has a responsi- 
bility to provide nutrition assistance to those most in need. 
At the same time, I believe that the existing Federal tax- 
payer subsidies for the meals of children from families able 
to feed themselves extends that Federal responsibility be- 
yond the appropriate point. 

In addition, under existing law, the 15 programs 
enacted into detailed legislation with the same objective— 
feeding needy and non-needy children—have resulted 
in a patchwork of complicated Federal controls and 
regulations. 
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Therefore, today I request that the Congress enact the 
“Child Nutrition Reform Act of 1976.” 

This legislation would : 

—Provide financial assistance to States based on the 
cost of feeding all needy children. 

—Consolidate 15 complex categorical and overlapping 
programs into a single block grant to States, increas- 
ing their flexibility in administering these programs, 
and at the same time save the taxpayers nearly $900 
million in FY 1977 by reducing assistance to non- 
needy children. 

—Remove unnecessary restrictions and red tape govern- 
ing the way meals are provided to needy children. 
—Give concerned organizations and individuals in 
each State an opportunity to be involved in the plan- 

ning of child feeding programs. 


GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
March 23, 1976. 


Electronic Surveillance Legislation 


The President’s Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
to the President of the Senate Transmitting Legislation 
Concerning the Use of Electronic Surveillance in 
Obtaining Foreign Intelligence Information. 

March 23, 1976 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President: ) 

Enclosed for your consideration and appropriate refer- 
ence is a legislative proposal to amend Title 18, United 
States Code, by adding a new Chapter 120 to authorize 
applications for a court order approving the use of elec- 
tronic surveillance to obtain foreign intelligence 
information. 

On February 18, 1976, in a Message to the Congress on 
the activities of our intelligence agencies, I stated that the 
Administration would work with the appropriate leaders 
of Congress to develop legislation to deal with a critical 
problem involving personal privacy—electronic surveil- 
lance. The Attorney General has met with a number of 
Congressional leaders, and the discussions have been 
marked by a bipartisan spirit of cooperation. This spirit 
also characterized today’s meeting which I had with lead- 
ers from the Congress at which we discussed the need for 
this legislation. I welcome the support of those who have 
agreed to co-sponsor and work towards speedy enactment 
of this bill. 

At the present time electronic surveillance within the 
United States for foreign intelligence, including counter- 
intelligence, purposes is approved by the Attorney Gen- 


eral, pursuant to explicit Presidential authorization, in 
cases involving agents of or collaborators with foreign 
powers. The proposed bill would provide a procedure for 
seeking a judicial order approving the use, in a particular 
case, of electronic surveillance to obtain foreign intelli- 
gence information and would establish standards that 
must be satisfied before any such order could be entered. 
The bill follows the framework established by the provi- 
sions of Title III of the Omnibus Crime Control Act, 18 
U.S.C. § 2510 et seq., governing electronic surveillance 
undertaken for criminal law enforcement purposes, with 
substantive and procedural adjustments necessary to meet 
the singular needs and purposes of foreign intelligence 
investigations. 

The enactment of this bill will ensure that the govern- 
ment will be able to collect necessary foreign intelligence. 
At the same time, it will provide major assurance to the 
public that electronic surveillance for foreign intelligence 
purposes can and will occur only when reasonably justi- 
fied in circumstances demonstrating an overriding na- 
tional interest, and that they will be conducted according 
to standards and procedures that protect against possibili- 
ties of abuse. 

I urge the early consideration and adoption of this 
timely and needed proposed legislation. 

Sincerely, 
GERALD R. Forp 


NoTE: This is the text of identical letters addressed to the Honor- 
able Carl Albert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and to 
the Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller, President of the Senate. 

In his letter, the President referred to a meeting at the White 
House with a bipartisan group of Senators and Representatives on 
the same day. Attorney General Edward H. Levi and Secretary of 
Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld also attended the meeting. 


North Carolina Primary Election 


Statement by the White House Press Secretary. 
March 23, 1976 


The President had expected a close race in North Car- 
olina, but he had expected to win, so naturally he is dis- 
appointed. His plan now is to go on to Wisconsin and 
the other primaries, where he remains confident of ulti- 
mate victory. 

The President wants to congratulate Ronald Reagan 
tonight for his victory. He also wants to thank the people 
in North Carolina who worked so hard on his behalf, 
and he looks forward to working with them again in 
November. 


NOTE: Press Secretary Ron Nessen read the statement at his news 
conference at the White House following the announcement of the 
election results. 
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Meeting With Delegation From 
Dallas County, Texas 


The President’s Remarks to a Group of Republican 
Party Leaders and Workers in the Rose Garden. 
March 24, 1976 


Gee, it is nice to see my old friends, Bill McKenzie and 
all of you from Dallas County. I think it is very appro- 
priate, because it is very meaningful to me and, I think, 
to you. 

The Texas Republican delegation is high on quality. 
We could stand a little more quantity—{laughter|—but 
they certainly are the top people. John Tower is one of 
the outstanding members of the United States Senate. 
He is a very close and very dear friend of mine and, as 
you all know, he does a superb job representing you as 
well as doing a fine job for the country. 

But you also have three outstanding Members of the 
House of Representatives in Jim Collins, Bill Archer, and 
Alan Steelman. I just «ish that they had a few more 
compatriots to help us up there in some of the legislative 
problems we have from time to time. They are all staunch; 
they are able; they have fine committee assignments, and 
they are great team workers. 

You might be interested, speaking of politics and the 
convention, I am announcing at this time that John 
Tower, who I spoke of and spoke of very glowingly, is 
going to be the President Ford floor leader at the conven- 
tion in Kansas City. This is recognition of John’s outstand- 
ing ability not only in representing all of you, but as a 
friend of mine and a very ardent and devoted advocate of 
my own candidacy. 

There have been some Wednesday mornings that have 
been happier recently than this one. We had five good 
ones and this one that did not turn out as well as we 
would have liked. We knew it would be a close race. We 
expected to win. We didn’t. And I might say that in poli- 
tics, it is never good to come in second. 

What we intend to do in the months ahead, starting 
this morning, is first on to Wisconsin. And we expect to 
make a big effort there. We know it will be close, but we 
expect to win. And then, of course, that same day, we 
have the New York primary where we are entered and 
our opponent is not. So the situation there looks very 
good. 
In Pennsylvania, which is another large delegation, 
we are entered and there is no opposition, so that looks 
good. But whether the results yesterday will have any 
impact or not, it is my judgment it will not in the final 
conclusion. 

We expect to go to Kansas City, and we expect to be 
nominated. But the important thing, I think, for all of 
us is that we have to make certain that the Republican 


Party and the philosophy that it represents prevails 
November 2. 

The Republican Party, as we all know from surveys 
and polls, is a minority party. We are outnumbered by the 
Independents. We are outnumbered by the Democrats, 
So the Republican candidates must find a way to get 
people, certainly from the independent side, and to also 
woo some of the Democrats, who philosophically more 
nearly agree with us than they do with whoever the 
Democratic nominee might be. 

So as we move down in trying to get the nomination, 
we have to be most careful that we don’t alienate Repub- 
licans. We have to be certain and positive that in the 
process of the Presidential nomination, we keep the party 
together and that personal ties must be secondary to the 
philosophy and to the cause for which we are all working 
so very, very hard. 

I was looking over a list this morning of people from 
Texas who are in the Administration. It is a very, very 
imposing list. Of course, you can start with Bill Clements, 
who is number two over at the Department of Defense. 
And we are all very, very pleased with Anne Armstrong, 
who is the first woman who has ever served our country as 
the Ambassador to the Court of ‘St. James. And then we 
have got Jim Baker, who is number two over at the 
Department of Commerce. We have Jim Hargrove down 
in Australia. We have Al Fay. We have Bob Mosbacher, 
who is doing a great job. 

You probably heard from Bob over at the President 
Ford Committee, but he has done a superb job over there. 
We are delighted to have so many Texans. They do a good 
job, and they significantly contribute to the success of 
the Administration. 

Speaking of that, as I take a look at the situation that 
has developed in the last 19 months—just about the time 
that I took over this very, very great honor—we have gone 
through some tough times. We have had a tough economic 
situation with inflation on the rampage, something like 
12 to 14 percent. It is now down very significantly, and 
the news we got last Friday showed that the increase in 
the cost of living for the month of February was the lowest 
in 4 years. That is awfully good economic news. 

We are going to continue the pressure that has been 
exerted in this area, because inflation hurts everybody. 
It hurts those who have a job; it hurts equally, if not more 
so, those who are unemployed. So, if we can continue the 
progress we are making on inflation, it would be a very 
significant achievement. 

At the same time, we are finding that employment is 
going up. We have regained the 2 million jobs that were 
lost in the low point of the recession, and all indicators are 
that employment is going to continue to go up, and un- 
employment continue to go down. 
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Just as I said I get no solace out of being number two in 
any election, I can assure you that the United States is 
going to be number one, as it is, in our national security. 
All of you in Texas represent that kind of strength that I 
think really prevails throughout the country. 

We want the United States second to none in military 
capability so that we can deter aggression, so that we can 
keep the peace, so that we can protect our national secu- 
rity. Our Defense Department today—the Army, the 
Navy, the Air Force, and the Marines—are the best 
trained. They are alert and ready. They have the finest 
equipment, and we are going to make certain that they 
continue to have all of what they need for the security and 
the defense of the United States. 

I think it is vitally important to remember this one fact: 
Last year, I submitted to the Congress at that time, the 
highest peacetime military budget in the history of the 
United States. Tragically, the Congress cut $7 billion out 
of that defense budget. The Congress was wrong. 

But it is also interesting to note that in the last 5 years 
on defense budgets, the Congress has cut about $39 bil- 
lion out of requests made by me and my predecessor. So, 
if there is a problem—I don’t think there is—the blame 
rests on the Congress for its failure to adequately fund the 
Department of Defense. 

Now let me add one other thing. In January of this 
year, I submitted the largest peacetime military budget in 
the history of the United States—$112.7 billion in what 
we call obligation authority, and $100 million-plus in 
expenditures. We have made a massive effort in the last 3 
months to convince the Congress that they cannot make 
reductions of the magnitude that they have previously re- 
duced military budgets. 

I think we are making headway. But I was very dis- 
turbed to read in the paper this morning that the chair- 
man of the House Budget Committee—this is only the 
chairman, but he is an influential individual—is recom- 
mending, as I recall the figures, about a $7 billion reduc- 
tion in the $112 billion obligation authority figure. That is 
much too large a reduction. And he has called for a reduc- 
tion of some $1 or $2 billion in expenditures. Again, that is 
a reduction that cannot be justified in the problems that 
we face around the world. We are number one; we are not 
second to anybody. 

But it is an obligation that all of us have, Democrats or 
Republicans, to make certain that we continue this 
strength in the months and the years ahead. That is the 
way we can keep America safe. It is the way we can pre- 
serve the peace, and it is the way we can deter aggression. 

I know all of you support that viewpoint. But it is a 
mission that I have and you have in a constructive way, 
to make certain that this country has the strength, as I 
have indicated, for the purposes that are essential to our 
security for peace and the deterrence of aggression. 
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One final word. I have known from 13 Congressional 
campaigns that it is important that volunteers participate. 
No candidate can win on his own. You, in Texas, and 
you, particularly, in Dallas County, have been a tre- 
mendous help to Jim Collins and to Alan Steelman. I 
know that you will be equally significant in the months 
ahead in making certain that we get more Congressmen, 
that we keep those who are there, there, and that we 
broaden our total Congressional effort so that we can have 
a Congress that will be easier to work with when we have 
a Republican President for the next 4 years. 


Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:20 a.m. in the Rose Garden at 
the White House. 


Disaster Assistance for Wisconsin 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following Severe 
Storms and Flooding. March 24, 1976 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of Wisconsin as a result of severe storms, icing, high 
winds, and flooding, beginning about March 1, which 
caused extensive public and private property damage. The 
President’s action will permit the use of Federal funds in 
relief and recovery efforts in designated areas of the State. 

Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will consist primarily of disaster unemployment as- 
sistance payments to those who are temporarily unem- 
ployed as a result of the storms and flooding, debris re- 
moval, and the repair or restoration of damaged or de- 
stroyed streets, roads, bridges, and public facilities and 
utilities. Low-interest-rate disaster loans will be made 
available by the Small Business Administration, and emer- 
gency loan assistance will be made available by the 
Farmers Home Administration. 

Federal relief activities in Wisconsin will be coordi- 
nated by the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, under 
the direction of Administrator Thomas P. Dunne. Mr. 
Dunne will designate the specific areas within the State 
eligible for Federal assistance, based upon Federal and 
State damage assessments. 

Mr. Robert E. Connor, Regional Director of the Fed- 
eral Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region V, 
will be designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer to 
work with the State in providing Federal disaster assist- 
ance under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Public Law 
93-288. 
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Federal Civilian and Military 
Retirement Systems 


The President’s Message to the Congress Urging 
Enactment of Bills To Repeal the One Percent Add-On 
Feature of the Systems. March 24, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

My 1977 Budget recommends a program of tax reduc- 
tion and spending restraint designed to reduce the growth 
of Government, help sustain our economic recovery, and 
give our citizens a greater say in managing their own af- 
fairs. It proposes changes in many programs in order to 
hold Federal spending below the levels that would other- 
wise occur in 1977 and in later years. 

One of these changes, as indicated in the budget, is 
elimination of the provision in Federal civilian and mili- 
tary retirement systems whick over-compensates retirees 
for cost-of-living adjustments. Since 1969, these retirees 
have been paid $1.6 billion more than the amount needed 
to adjust their retirement pay for changes in the cost of 
living. Unless the law is changed, the taxpayer will be 
forced to shoulder an ever-larger burden to pay for bene- 
fit increases far exceeding real changes in the cost of 
living. 

Under existing law, when annuities under the Civil 
Service, Foreign Service, Central Intelligence Agency, and 
military retirement systems are adjusted to reflect changes 
in the cost of living, an extra one percent is added auto- 
matically. Because the extra one percent has been com- 
pounded each time the system has been adjusted, retire- 
ment payments are running substantially ahead of the 
actual rise in the cost of living. This procedure threatens 
the financial integrity of the retirement systems. 

Since the one percent add-on became a part of the law 
in 1969, Government retirement annuity adjustments 
have led to increases totaling 63 percent. Yet during this 
same period, the actual increase in the Consumer Price 
Index was 50 percent. As a result, annuitants under these 
retirement systems received $1.6 billion more by the end of 
fiscal year 1975 than they would have if the adjustments 
had simply kept pace with the actual increases in the CPI. 
Furthermore, the liability for future Federal personnel 
retirement payments increased $11.2 billion in just six 
years because of the one percent add-on. Each future in- 
crease, under current law, will mean at least $1.9 billion 
in added liability for future payments. 

Retired Federal employees deserve to be protected from 
the ravages of inflation. The Federal retirement system is 
a good one and its guarantee of automatic adjustments 
directly related to rises in the CPI is not widespread in 
the private sector. But the Federal systems are unique in 
providing one percent over and above the actual rise in 
the CPI. It is neither appropriate nor fiscally responsible 


for the Federal government to continue to provide such 
an added benefit. 

Accordingly, the Civil Service Commission, the De. 
partment of State, the Department of Defense and the 
Central Intelligence Agency are submitting bills to repeal 
the one percent add-on feature in the civilian and mili- 
tary retirement systems they administer. 

I urge the Congress to consider these proposals and act 
on them promptly and favorably. 

Geratp R. Forp 
The White House, 
March 24, 1976. 


Northern Mariana Islands 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing H.J. Res. 549 
Approving a Covenant Establishing Commonwealth 
Status for the Islands. March 24, 1976 


Distinguished representatives of the Northern Marianas, 
distinguished Members of the Congress, members of the 
executive branch, ladies and gentlemen: 

The signing today of the joint resolution of the Con- 
gress providing the Northern Mariana Islands Common- 
wealth Covenant marks a very important moment in our 
Nation’s history. It reaffirms our commitment to the prin- 
ciples of self-determination, and it honors the freely ex- 
pressed wishes of the peoples of these islands for the poli- 
tical union with the United States. 

Those wishes have been recorded formally through 
the resolutions, referendums, and petitions to the United 
Nations and to the United States, dating as far back as 
1950. We can be proud of the fact that open democratic 
negotiations led to the Covenant. The plebiscite con- 
ducted in the islands last June resulted in a resounding 
78.8 percent popular approval of the Covenant. The 
final vote in the House and Senate reflected equally im- 
pressive majorities. 

I congratulate all those involved in the process—the 
Marianas Political Status Commission, Ambassador 
Haydn Williams, members of the American delegation, 
and those Members of the Congress who worked very 
closely with Ambassador Williams during the negotiations. 
Let me also thank the distinguished Members, past as 
well as present, of the House and Senate Interior Com- 
mittees, particularly Senators Bennett Johnston, Paul Fan- 
nin, Cliff Hansen, Chairman James Haley, Congressmen 
Phil Burton, Joe Skubitz, and Bill Ketchum. 

To the people of the Northern Marianas, I extend my 
personal greetings and my best wishes as you move closer 
to your goal of self-government within the political frame- 
work of the American family. I warmly welcome your 
eventual entrance into the union with the United States. 
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And as I sign this bill, we might recall that these islands 
were once the scene of bitter armed conflict. My hope now 
js that they will contribute to the continuing maintenance 
of peace and stability and friendship among all the peo- 
ples in all of the nations in the Western Pacific. 

Thank you all very much for coming. I can’t say 
enough for the cooperation that came from not only the 
people of the Northern Marianas, but the Congress and 
all others associated. And to you, Ambassador Williams, 
we owe a great debt of gratitude. 
note: The President spoke at 3:14 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. 


As enacted, the bill (H.J. Res. 549) is Public Law 94-241, 
approved March 24, 1976. 


Northern Mariana Islands 


Statement by the President Upon Signing H.J. Res. 549 
Approving a Covenant Establishing Commonwealth 
Status for the Islands. March 24, 1976 


I am signing today an historic document—H.J. Res. 
549, the Joint Resolution of the Congress approving the 
Northern Mariana Islands Commonwealth Covenant. 

It is an important occasion. First, it is a significant step 
in carrying out our obligations under the United Nations 
Trusteeship Agreement which has been the basis of the 
United States’ administration of these islands since 1947. 
Second, it confirms our national commitment to the 
principle of self-determination by honoring the freely ex- 
pressed wishes of the peoples of these islands for political 
union with the United States. And third, the joining to- 
gether of all of the Marianas under one flag and one com- 
mon citizenship represents the first major addition to 
United States territory in the Pacific since 1898. 

History will show that this action has been in clear 
response to the persistent desires of the Marianas people 
to become permanently associated with the United 
States—a desire recorded formally through resolutions, 
referendums, and petitions to the United Nations and to 
the United States dating as far back as 1950. History 
will also show that the negotiations leading to the Cove- 
nant were conducted in an open and highly democratic 
fashion, and that the Covenant’s provisions are responsive 
to the wishes of both the people of the Northern Mariana 
Islands and the Congress of the United States. 

Those who were involved in this careful and thorough 
process are to be congratulated: The Marianas Political 
Status Commission, Ambassador Haydn Williams and 
members of the American Delegation, those members of 
the Congress who worked closely with Ambassador Wil- 
liams during the negotiations, and those who provided 
the leadership in moving the joint resolution through its 
final stages in the House and the Senate. I refer to the 
members of the Senate and House Interior Committees 
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including Senator J. Bennett Johnston, Senator Paul J. 
Fannin, Senator Clifford P. Hansen, Chairraan James 
Haley, Congressman Phil Burton, Congressman Joe Sku- 
bitz, and Congressman William M. Ketchum. 

The decision to approve the Covenant was not taken 
lightly by either the people of the Northern Mariana Is- 
lands or by the Congress of the United States. Its provi- 
sions and the significance of the islands becoming a part 
of the United States were subjected to careful scrutiny 
and weeks and months of dubate in the Marianas and in 
Washington. The plebiscite of last June was conducted 
in a fair and impartial manner under the able supervision 
of Mr. Erwin D. Canham, the Plebiscite Commissioner. 
U.N. observers were also present. The final plebiscite vote, 
with 95 percent of those eligible to vote casting their bal- 
lots, was a resounding 78.8 percent popular approval of 
the Covenant. Following months of open hearings the final 
vote in the House and Senate resulted in equally impres- 
sive majorities in favor of the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands in political union with the 
United States of America. 

Next will come the challenge of planning carefully and 
well for the new government of the Northern Marianas 
under its own locally drawn and ratified Constitution. 
The framers of that Constitution will draw on our 200 
years of experience as an independent democracy, and 
those residents of the Northern Marianas who will one 
day be citizens of the United States will receive the full 
protection of our Bill of Rights which protects the rights 
of all American citizens. 

As I sign this bill, I cannot help but remember that 
these islands were once the scene cf bitter armed conflict. 
My hope now is that they will contribute to the continu- 
ing maintenance of peace and stability and growing co- 
operation and friendship among all of the peoples and 
nations of the Western Pacific. 

Finally, to the peoples of the Northern Marianas, I 
extend to you on this historic day my personal greetings 
and my best wishes as you move progressively closer to 
your long-sought goal of self-government within the polit- 
ical framework of the American family. Your entrance 
into union with the United States is warmly welcomed in 
this our Bicentennial Year. 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.J. Res. 549) is Public Law 94-241, 
approved March 24, 1976. 


Swine Flu Inoculations 


The President’s Remarks Announcing Actions To 
Combat the Influenza. March 24, 1976 


I have just concluded a meeting on a subject of vast 
importance to all Americans, and let me report to you 
the results of that meeting. 
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One month ago, a strain of influenza sometimes known 
as swine flu was discovered and isolated among Army 
recruits at Fort Dix, New Jersey. The appearance of this 
strain has caused concern within the medical community, 
because this virus is very similar to one that caused a 
widespread and very deadly flu epidemic late in the First 
World War. Some older Americans today will remember 
that 548,000 people died in this country during that tragic 
period. 

During the last few days, I have consulted with mem- 
bers of my Administration, Secretary Mathews and Dr. 
Cooper, and leading members of the health community 
and public officials about the implications of this new 
appearance of swine flu. I have been advised that there 
is a very real possibility that unless we take effective 
counteractions, there could be an epidemic of this dan- 
gerous disease next fall and winter here in the United 
States. 

Let me state clearly at this time, no one knows exactly 
how serious this threat could be. Nevertheless, we cannot 
afford to take a chance with the health of our Nation. 
Accordingly, I am today announcing the following 
actions. 

First, I am asking the Congress to appropriate $135 
million, prior to their April recess, for the production of 
sufficient vaccine to inoculate every man, woman, and 
child in the United States. 

Secondly, I am directing the Secretary of HEW, David 
Mathews, and Assistant Secretary, Dr. Cooper, to develop 
plans that would make this vaccine available to all Amer- 
icans during the 3-month period from September to 
November of this year. 

Finally, I am asking each and every American to make 
certain he or she receives an inoculation this fall. Inocula- 
tions are to be available at schools, hospitals, physicians’ 
offices, and public health facilities. 

The reaction to the shot, I am told, may mean a few 
sore arms for a day or two—a very small price to pay for 
this vital protection. 

The facts that have been presented to me in the last few 
days have come from many of the best medical minds in 
this country. These facts do not suggest there is any cause 
for alarm. The scientific community essentially under- 
stands what we are dealing with, and they have developed 
a vaccine that will be effective in combatting it. 

The facts do suggest, however, that there is a need for 
action now—action by the Government, action by indus- 
try and the medical community and, most importantly, 
action by all of our citizens. 

We are taking the first steps this afternoon, and before 
next winter I hope we will have put this threat behind us. 

I would like to thank the very outstanding group of 
technicians who came in and met with me for an hour or 
so this afternoon—Dr. Salk, Dr. Sabin, and others here 
who have convinced me beyond any doubt whatsoever, 
that this is the right course of action. And tomorrow, I 


will submit to the Congress a message and a budget sup- 
plement, so that this money will be available and available 
as promptly as possible. 

We discussed how the supplemental should be handled, 
whether it should be a part of the supplemental that is 
now going through the Congress or a separate supple- 
mental that would be identified only for this purpose and 
passed by both the House and the Senate for this purpose 
and this purpose alone. It is my recommendation that the 
Congress take this item for $135 million, act promptly on 
it, and not tie it up with a broader supplemental appro- 
priation bill. 

And now, it is my pleasure to ask Dr. Mathews, Secre- 
tary of HEW, and Dr. Cooper and the other distinguished 
scientists who are here who can answer your technical 
questions. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:50 p.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. 

Following the President’s remarks, a news briefing on the subject 
was held for reporters by David Mathews, Secretary, Dr. Theodore 
Cooper, Assistant Secretary for Health, Dr. David J. Sencer, Direc- 
tor, Center for Disease Control, Department of Health, Education, 


and Welfare; and Dr. Jonas Salk and Dr. Albert B. Sabin, pioneers 
in the development of the polio vaccine. 


Swine Flu Inoculations 


The President’s Message to the Congress Requesting a 
Special Supplemental Appropriation for the 
Production of Vaccine. March 25, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

The nation faces a serious potential public health 
threat this winter from a strain of virus known as swine 
influenza. 

One month ago this strain of influenza was discovered 
and isolated among Army recruits at Fort Dix, New Jer- 
sey. The appearance of this strain has caused concern 
within the medical community because this virus is very 
similar to the one that caused a widespread and very 
deadly flu epidemic late in 1918-19. Some Americans will 
recall that 548,000 people died in this country during that 
tragic period—and 20 million people worldwide. 

I have consulted with members of my Administration, 
leading members of the health community and public offi- 
cials about the implications of this new appearance of 
swine flu. I have been advised that there is a very real pos- 
sibility that unless we take effective counteraction, there 
could be an epidemic of this dangerous disease next fall 
and winter here in the United States. 

The facts that have been presented to me in the last few 
days have come from many of the best medical authorities 
in this country. These facts do not suggest there is any 
cause for alarm. The scientific community understands 
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what we are dealing with and they have developed a vac- 
cine that will be effective in combatting it. The facts do 
suggest, however, that there is a need for action now— 
action by the Government, action by industry and the 
medical community, and most importantly, action by all 
of our citizens. 

Although no one knows at this time exactly how serious 
this threat could be, we cannot afford to take chances 
with the health of our people. Accordingly, I am taking 
the following action. 

I am asking the Congress for a special supplemental 
appropriation of $135 million—prior to their April 
recess—to insure the production of sufficient vaccine to 
inoculate every man, woman and child in the United 
States. 

I have directed HEW Secretary David Mathews, and 
the Assistant Secretary for Health, Dr. Theodore Cooper, 
to develop and implement plans that will make this vac- 
cine available to all Americans. 

Finally, I am asking each and every American to make 
certain he or she receives the vaccine this fall. Inoculations 
are to be available at schools, hospitals, physicians’ offices, 
and public health facilities. 

Extraordinary measures are necessary because of the 
short time period available to assure adequate vaccine 
production and to mobilize the nation’s health care deliv- 
ery system. An extensive immunization program must be 
in full-scale operation by the beginning of September and 
should be completed by the end of November, 1976. 

I urge the Congress to act immediately to pass this 
special supplemental appropriation separately. This $135 
million appropriation, if acted on promptly, will be a key 
factor in putting this threat behind us before next winter. 


GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 


March 25, 1976. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 


March 22 


The President has accepted the resignation of George 
M. Low as Deputy Administrator of the National Aero- 
nautics and Space Administration, effective June 1, 1976. 

The President telephoned King Baudoin I of Belgium 
at New Haven, Conn., to welcome him to the United 
States. The King was in the United States on a private 
visit. 


March 23 


The President has accepted the resignation of Robert O. 
Aders as Under Secretary of Labor, effective upon the 
appointment of his successor. 

The President has acknowledged the following retire- 
ments: 

AtFreD A. Arraj as United States District Judge for the District of 
Colorado, effective upon the appointment of a successor or at 
the close of business August 31, 1976, whichever date is the 
earlier; and 

Ottver J. Carter as Chief Judge of the United States District Court 
for the Northern District of California, effective April 7, 1976. 
Judge Carter will serve as Senior Judge and will be available 
for continued assignment. 

The President met at the White House with Mayor 
William Hudnut of Indianapolis, Ind. 


March 24 

The President met at the White House with a bipartisan 
group of Senators to discuss defense issues. 

The President participated in the swearing-in ceremony 
for Calvin J. Collier as Chairman of the Federal Trade 
Commission. 

Representatives of the American Society for Medical 
Technology and of the Coalition of Independent Health 
Professions met with the President following briefings by 
Administration officials on national health insurance and 
the budget. 

Foreign Minister Sabri Caglayangil of Turkey met 
with the President to discuss bilateral and international 
issues of interest to the United States and Turkey. 


March 25 


The President met at the White House with his nuclear 
advisers to discuss a status report on commercial nuclear 
power. 

Members of the President’s Committee on Mental 
Retardation presented the President with their report 
titled “Mental Retardation: Century of Decision”. 

The President has accepted the following resignations: 


AuBertT C. Hatt as Assistant Secretary of Defense, effective today; 
and 


KENNETH L. Houck as a member of the Advisory Committee to the 
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation, effective February 15, 
1976. 

The President attended the annual dinner of the Radio 
and Television Correspondents Association at the Wash- 
ington Hilton Hotel. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved March 23, 1976 


RS aneees Gewese eae Public Law 94-239 
Equal Credit Opportunity Act Amendments 
of 1976. 


eee e me ey Public Law 94-240 
Consumer Leasing Act of 1976. 
a ee Public Law 94-238 


An act to amend the Federal Water Pollu- 
tion Control Act to increase the author- 
ization for the National Study Commission. 


Approved March 24, 1976 


dD: OR OO... 2nd nteo nce Public Law 94-241 
Joint resolution to approve the “Covenant 
To Establish a Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands in Political 
Union with the United States of America”, 
and for other purposes. 


MR, BBIG sos. SS Public Law 94-242 
An act to authorize the Secretary of Trans- 
portation to release restrictions on the use 
of certain property conveyed to the city of 
Rolla, Missouri, for airport purposes. 

CER MO as obscene Public Law 94-243 
An act to authorize the Secretary of Trans- 
portation to release restrictions on the use 
of certain property conveyed to the city of 
Algona, Iowa, for airport purposes. 

TE BOD sii ntenmapinpone Public Law 94-244 
An act to authorize the Secretary of Trans- 
portation to release restrictions on the use 
of certain property conveyed to tho city of 
Grand Junction, Colorado, for airport pur- 
poses. 

8 y SE se ee Public Law 94-245 
An act to authorize the Secretary of Trans- 
portation to release restrictions on the use 
of certain property conveyed to the city of 
Alva, Oklahoma, for airport purposes. 


NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 

The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted March 22, 1976 

RicHarD J. BLOOMFIELD, of Maryland, a For- 
eign Service officer of Class one, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States of America 
to Ecuador. 

W. BEVERLY CaRTER, JR., of Pennsylvania, a 
Foreign Service Information Officer of 
Class one, to be Ambassador Extraor- 
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to Liberia. 

Tuomas S. GarTss, Jr., of Pennsylvania, Chief 
of the United States Liaison Office at 
Peking, People’s Republic of China, for 
the rank of Ambassador. 

RosertT A. GERARD, of the District of Colum- 
bia, to be an Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury, vice Charles A. Cooper, re- 
signed. 


Submitted March 23, 1976 


CHARLES SCHWaRTz, JR., of Louisiana, to be 
United States District Judge for the East- 
ern District of Louisiana, vice Herbert W. 
Christenberry, deceased. 


Submitted March 24, 1976 


ErRMEN J. PALLANCK, of Connecticut, to be 
United States Marshal for the District 
of Connecticut for the term of 4 years 
(reappointment) . 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE—Continued 


Withdrawn March 25, 1976 
ALBERT C. HALL, of Maryland, to be an Assist. 
ant Secretary of the Air Force, vice 


Walter B. LaBerge, resigned, which was 
sent to the Senate on March 3, 1976, 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released March 22, 1976 
Fact sheet: on the President’s message to the 
Congress on science and technology 


Released March 23, 1976 

News conference: on the President’s meeting 
with Republican Congressional leaders to 
discuss legislation to continue the Federal 
Election Commission—by Senators Hugh 
Scott and Mark O. Hatfield, and Repre- 
sentatives John J. Rhodes and Charles E. 
Wiggins 

News conference: on the President's meeting 
with a bipartisan group of Senators and 
Representatives to discuss electronic sur- 
veillance legislation—by Attorney General 
Edward H. Levi 

Fact sheet: on the President’s message to the 
Congress on child nutrition reform 


Released March 24, 1976 


Fact sheet: on the proposed swine flu im- 
munization program 








Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


The President left Washington on Friday morning, 
March 26, for a trip to California and Wisconsin. Releases 
issued subsequent to his departure from Washington will 
be printed next week. 
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